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Abstract 

Crime remains one of the most persistent social and developmental challenges confronting 
Jamaica, despite decades of governmental intervention and criminal justice reform. While 
considerable scholarly attention has been devoted to structural determinants such as poverty, 
inequality, unemployment and organised criminal networks, comparatively less emphasis has 
been placed on the influence of parental characteristics and family environments as antecedents 
of criminal behaviour. This article critically examines how parental factors, including father 
absence, inadequate parental supervision, child maltreatment and socioeconomic disadvantage, 
contribute to the development of antisocial behaviour and criminal offending, while evaluating 
the potential contribution of faith-based institutions to primary crime prevention. Drawing upon 
contemporary criminological, psychological and sociological literature, the article adopts a 
multidisciplinary perspective informed by Social Learning Theory, Social Control Theory and 
the Social Ecological Model to explain the interaction between family processes, community 
contexts and individual behavioural outcomes. The analysis argues that effective crime 
prevention in Jamaica requires public policy that strengthens parenting capacity, enhances family 
resilience and mobilises churches as community-based partners rather than treating criminal 
justice responses as the sole mechanism for reducing violence. 

Keywords: crime prevention, parenting, Jamaica, faith-based organisations, family 
environment, violence, social ecology. 

Introduction 

Crime continues to undermine social cohesion, public safety and sustainable development across 
many low- and middle-income countries, particularly within the Caribbean region where 
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homicide rates consistently exceed the global average (United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime [UNODC], 2023; World Bank, 2024). Jamaica remains one of the countries most affected 
by interpersonal violence, organised criminal activity and community-level insecurity despite 
sustained investment in policing and judicial reform (Bourne, 2025a, 2025b, 2025c, 2025d; 
Elliott et al., 2025; Harriott, 2000; Peart, 2024; Planning Institute of Jamaica [PIOJ], 2023; 
Jamaica Constabulary Force [JCF], 2024; Robotham, 2003, 2017). The persistence of these 
challenges suggests that conventional law-enforcement approaches alone are insufficient to 
address the underlying determinants of criminal behaviour. Increasingly, scholars argue that 
crime prevention must incorporate broader social, familial and developmental influences that 
shape behaviour across the life course (Elliott, 2013; Farrington & Welsh, 2008; Farrington et al., 
2016, 2019; World Health Organization [WHO], 2022). Understanding the contribution of family 
environments has become an important priority within contemporary criminological research. 

Traditional explanations of crime in Jamaica have largely focused on structural inequalities, 
political clientelism, organised gangs, illicit firearm trafficking, unemployment and social 
exclusion (Bourne, 2025a, 2025b; Clarke, 2006; Harriott, 2003, 2008; Harriott & Jones, 2016; 
Leslie, 2010; Office of the Prime Minister, 2024; Robotham, 2017; Thorburn & Phillips, 2025; 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime [UNODC], 2023, 2024). Although these macro-level 
determinants remain important, they do not adequately explain why individuals exposed to 
similar social conditions frequently experience markedly different behavioural outcomes. 
Contemporary developmental criminology therefore emphasises that family relationships, 
parenting practices and childhood experiences substantially influence whether environmental 
risks culminate in criminal behaviour (Moffitt, 2018; Farrington et al., 2016). Evidence 
increasingly demonstrates that positive parenting can buffer the adverse effects of poverty and 
community violence, whereas dysfunctional family relationships often amplify those risks 
(Beckmann, 2020; Easterbrooks et al., 2024; Gould & Ward, 2015; Morris et al., 2017; Sharma, 
2024; WHO, 2022). These observations highlight the need to examine crime through an 
integrated ecological perspective that connects structural and interpersonal influences. 

Parental influences extend beyond the provision of material resources to encompass emotional 
support, supervision, discipline, attachment and moral socialisation throughout childhood and 
adolescence. Research consistently demonstrates that children exposed to neglect, inconsistent 
discipline, chronic family conflict or physical abuse are significantly more likely to develop 
aggressive behaviour, poor emotional regulation and antisocial tendencies that persist into 
adulthood (Afifi et al., 2017; Widom, 2019; WHO, 2022). Similarly, prolonged exposure to 
father absence and family instability has been associated with poorer educational outcomes, 
increased behavioural problems and greater involvement in delinquent peer networks, although 
these relationships are mediated by broader socioeconomic conditions rather than family 
structure alone (McLanahan & Percheski, 2008; Farrington et al., 2016). Such findings suggest 
that parenting quality frequently exerts a stronger influence than household composition by itself. 
Accordingly, contemporary research advocates interventions that strengthen parenting 
competence instead of relying exclusively on punitive criminal justice responses, including 
intervention from the church. 
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Faith-based organisations represent one of Jamaica's most enduring community institutions and 
possess considerable potential to contribute to crime prevention through family support, youth 
mentoring, educational programmes and community engagement. Churches maintain extensive 
social networks that often extend into communities characterised by poverty, violence and 
limited governmental services, positioning them to complement rather than replace public-sector 
interventions (Dierckx et al., 2012; Duff & Buckingham, 2015; Owens, 2008; Robinson & 
White, 1997). The importance of churches in crime prevention can be explained by the fact that 
politicians frequently partner with them to address community violence. Dr Peter Phillips met 
with church leaders to discuss the growing problems of corruption, crime, and the erosion of 
moral values in Jamaica, emphasising that these issues require a coordinated national response 
involving churches, families, schools, communities, and political leaders (Jamaica Observer, 
2019). The meeting concluded with a commitment to continue dialogue and develop 
collaborative initiatives aimed at strengthening ethical values, promoting social reconstruction, 
and supporting crime prevention through community-based partnerships. Nevertheless, empirical 
evidence concerning the effectiveness of faith-based organisations in reducing criminal 
behaviour remains comparatively limited and requires more rigorous scholarly examination. 
Critical analysis is therefore necessary to distinguish measurable programme outcomes from 
assumptions regarding the moral influence of religious participation alone. This research 
addresses that gap by evaluating the contribution of faith-based institutions within a broader 
evidence-based framework of crime prevention centred on strengthening families and promoting 
healthy child development. 

The purpose of this article is to examine parental determinants of crime in Jamaica critically and 
to evaluate the preventive role of faith-based institutions within an integrated social-ecological 
framework. Specifically, the current study analyses how father absence, socioeconomic 
deprivation, child maltreatment and ineffective parenting practices interact with wider structural 
conditions to influence criminal behaviour across the life course. It further examines the extent to 
which churches can contribute to primary crime prevention through parenting education, 
mentoring, psychosocial support and community development initiatives that complement 
governmental policies. Rather than presenting religious institutions as a singular solution to 
crime, the article argues that their greatest contribution lies in collaborative partnerships that 
strengthen protective factors within families and communities. Such an approach aligns with 
contemporary evidence demonstrating that sustainable crime reduction requires coordinated 
interventions across individual, family, community and societal levels. 

Literature Review 

Crime Trends and Patterns in Jamaica 

Crime has remained one of the principal impediments to Jamaica's social and economic 
development for more than four decades, influencing investment, tourism, educational outcomes 
and population wellbeing (Planning Institute of Jamaica [PIOJ], 2023; World Bank, 2024). 
Although the country has experienced fluctuations in homicide rates over time, Jamaica 
continues to record levels of lethal violence (see Appendix A) that substantially exceed both the 
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global and Caribbean averages (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime [UNODC], 2023). 
These persistently elevated rates suggest that crime is embedded within broader historical, 
political and socioeconomic processes rather than representing isolated criminal events. 
Contemporary scholars increasingly argue that effective crime reduction requires interventions 
extending beyond traditional policing and criminal justice responses (Harriott, 2003; World 
Health Organization [WHO], 2022). Such perspectives have shifted attention towards upstream 
determinants operating within families, schools and communities. 

Historical analyses demonstrate that Jamaica's contemporary crime landscape evolved through 
the interaction of political patronage, organised criminal networks, illicit firearm trafficking, drug 
markets and entrenched socioeconomic inequalities (Harriott, 2003; UNODC, 2023). These 
structural conditions created environments in which violence became institutionalised within 
some communities and was reinforced through limited educational and economic opportunities. 
Nevertheless, structural explanations alone remain insufficient because many individuals living 
under similar conditions do not engage in criminal offending. Developmental criminologists 
therefore emphasise that individual behavioural trajectories are shaped by the interaction between 
environmental adversity and protective family influences across childhood and adolescence 
(Farrington et al., 2016). This interaction underscores the importance of integrating macro-level 
and micro-level explanations within crime prevention research. 

The economic consequences of crime extend beyond direct financial losses to encompass 
reduced investor confidence, diminished labour productivity, increased healthcare expenditure 
and weakened institutional trust (PIOJ, 2023; Inter-American Development Bank, 2022). High 
levels of violence also contribute to chronic psychological distress, educational disruption and 
residential instability, thereby perpetuating intergenerational disadvantage within affected 
communities. Such outcomes demonstrate that crime should be understood not merely as a 
criminal justice issue but as a multidimensional public health and development concern. This 
broader conceptualisation has encouraged governments to adopt preventive approaches 
addressing social determinants alongside enforcement strategies (WHO, 2022). Accordingly, 
examining the contribution of parental influences represents an essential component of 
comprehensive crime prevention. 

Table 1: Selected Indicators Illustrating the Social Burden of Crime in Jamaica 
Indicator Evidence Implication 
Persistently high homicide rates UNODC (2023) Public safety challenge 
Concentration of violence in 
disadvantaged communities 

Harriott (2003) Social inequality influences 
exposure 

Economic losses associated with 
crime 

PIOJ (2023); IDB (2022) Reduced national 
development 

Psychological consequences of 
violence 

WHO (2022) Increased mental health 
burden 

Educational disruption World Bank (2024) Reduced human capital 
formation 
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Family Environment and Criminal Behaviour 

The family constitutes the primary social institution through which children acquire behavioural 
norms, emotional regulation, interpersonal skills and moral reasoning during early development 
(Bronfenbrenner & Morris, 2006). Parenting practices therefore influence children's 
developmental trajectories long before schools, peers and wider community institutions exert 
substantial effects. Contemporary evidence indicates that nurturing, consistent and supportive 
parenting promotes resilience even among children exposed to adverse neighbourhood 
environments (Farrington et al., 2016; WHO, 2022). Conversely, harsh discipline, neglect and 
inconsistent supervision significantly increase the likelihood of behavioural maladjustment and 
later delinquency. These findings reinforce the proposition that families serve as both protective 
and risk environments throughout childhood. Developmental criminology increasingly 
recognises that criminal behaviour emerges through cumulative exposure to multiple risk factors 
rather than any single parental characteristic (Moffitt, 2018). Family instability often coexists 
with poverty, neighbourhood violence, educational disadvantage and psychological distress, 
making simplistic causal explanations inappropriate. Contemporary researchers caution against 
attributing criminality solely to family structure without considering broader contextual 
influences that shape parental capacity and child development (McLanahan & Percheski, 2008). 
Such nuance is particularly important when discussing father absence because many children 
raised in single-parent households demonstrate positive developmental outcomes when supported 
by effective caregiving and strong community networks. Parenting quality consistently emerges 
as a more reliable predictor of behavioural outcomes than household composition alone. 

Attachment theory similarly provides important insights into the relationship between early 
caregiving experiences and subsequent behavioural development. Secure emotional attachments 
established during childhood contribute to empathy, emotional regulation and prosocial 
behaviour, whereas disrupted attachments are associated with aggression, impulsivity and 
diminished interpersonal trust (Bowlby, 1988; Sroufe, 2005). These developmental processes are 
particularly relevant within communities characterised by chronic violence because secure family 
relationships may buffer children against adverse environmental influences. Strengthening 
parent-child relationships has become a central objective within many evidence-based violence 
prevention programmes internationally (WHO, 2022). Such findings provide strong justification 
for prioritising family-centred interventions within national crime prevention strategies. 

Table 2: Major Family Risk Factors Associated with Criminal Behaviour 
Family factor Mechanism Empirical evidence 
Poor parental supervision Increased opportunity for 

delinquency 
Farrington et al. (2021) 

Child maltreatment Aggression and trauma Afifi et al. (2017) 
Chronic family conflict Emotional dysregulation WHO (2022) 
Family instability Reduced social support McLanahan & Percheski (2008) 
Weak parent-child 
attachment 

Reduced social control Bowlby (1988) 
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Father Absence and Child Development 

Father absence has received considerable attention within criminological and developmental 
research because of its potential association with behavioural difficulties, educational 
underachievement and juvenile offending (Kruk, 2012). Nevertheless, contemporary scholarship 
increasingly cautions against interpreting father absence as an independent causal determinant of 
criminal behaviour because the observed relationships are frequently mediated by socioeconomic 
disadvantage, parental conflict and neighbourhood deprivation (McLanahan & Percheski, 2008). 
This distinction is important because policies targeting family structure alone may overlook the 
broader social conditions that undermine effective parenting. Evidence demonstrates that many 
single-parent households successfully raise socially responsible children when adequate 
emotional, financial and community support is available. Accordingly, interventions should 
prioritise strengthening parental capacity rather than promoting simplistic assumptions regarding 
household composition. 

Research further indicates that positive paternal involvement contributes to children's emotional 
security, educational engagement and behavioural regulation irrespective of whether fathers 
reside within the household (Lamb, 2010). Fathers who maintain consistent emotional support 
and active participation in children's lives frequently promote resilience despite family transitions 
or separation. Conversely, emotionally unavailable fathers within two-parent households may 
provide fewer developmental benefits than engaged non-resident fathers. Such evidence 
highlights the complexity of paternal influence and demonstrates that relationship quality is 
generally more important than residential status. Effective family policy should encourage 
responsible father involvement while simultaneously strengthening maternal support systems and 
community resources. 

Poverty, Parenting Practices and Child Maltreatment 

Socioeconomic disadvantage has long been identified as an important contextual determinant of 
crime, although contemporary scholarship increasingly rejects the notion that poverty alone 
inevitably produces criminal behaviour (World Bank, 2024; United Nations Development 
Programme [UNDP], 2023). Instead, poverty operates indirectly by limiting access to education, 
healthcare, employment opportunities and supportive community resources that facilitate healthy 
child development. Chronic financial hardship also elevates parental stress, increases family 
conflict and reduces caregivers' capacity to provide consistent supervision and emotional support 
(Conger & Donnellan, 2007; World Health Organization [WHO], 2022). The relationship 
between poverty and crime is mediated by multiple psychosocial and environmental mechanisms 
rather than direct economic deprivation. This understanding supports multidimensional 
interventions that address both structural inequalities and family functioning simultaneously. 

Family stress theory provides an important explanation for the pathways through which 
economic hardship influences parenting behaviour and children's developmental outcomes 
(Conger & Donnellan, 2007). Financial insecurity frequently contributes to parental anxiety, 
depression and emotional exhaustion, thereby reducing caregivers' ability to respond consistently 
and sensitively to children's developmental needs. Under these circumstances, disciplinary 
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practices may become harsher, communication deteriorates, and positive parent-child interactions 
become less frequent. Children exposed to these stressful family environments are more likely to 
experience emotional insecurity, behavioural difficulties and academic disengagement during 
adolescence (Evans, Li, & Whipple, 2013). Such findings indicate that reducing family stress 
may be as important as increasing household income when seeking to prevent juvenile offending. 

Although economic deprivation increases exposure to developmental risks, considerable 
evidence demonstrates that many low-income families successfully nurture resilient and socially 
responsible children (Masten, 2018). Protective factors including supportive parenting, strong 
family cohesion, positive school environments and community engagement frequently moderate 
the adverse effects of poverty on child development. These observations challenge deterministic 
perspectives that portray economically disadvantaged households as inherently criminogenic. 
Instead, resilience research demonstrates that children benefit from stable emotional relationships 
even when material resources remain limited. Public policy should therefore strengthen family 
resilience while simultaneously addressing structural inequalities that undermine long-term social 
mobility. 

Table 3: Mechanisms Linking Poverty with Criminal Behaviour 
Pathway Family Consequence Potential Behavioural Outcome 
Financial insecurity Increased parental stress Reduced parental supervision 
Unemployment Household instability Emotional distress among 

children 
Housing insecurity Frequent residential mobility School disengagement 
Limited educational 
opportunities 

Reduced social mobility Increased vulnerability to 
delinquency 

Neighbourhood disadvantage Exposure to community 
violence 

Normalisation of aggressive 
behaviour 

 
Child maltreatment remains one of the most consistently documented developmental risk factors 
associated with later antisocial behaviour and criminal offending across diverse cultural settings 
(Afifi et al., 2017; Gilbert et al., 2009). Physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse and 
chronic neglect undermine children's psychological development by disrupting emotional 
regulation, attachment formation and interpersonal trust. Repeated exposure to violence during 
childhood also alters children's perceptions of acceptable conflict resolution, increasing the 
likelihood that aggression becomes normalised within interpersonal relationships. These 
developmental consequences frequently extend into adolescence and adulthood through 
cumulative psychological and behavioural processes. Accordingly, preventing child maltreatment 
represents a fundamental component of long-term crime prevention strategies. 

Within the Jamaican context, corporal punishment has historically been embedded within child-
rearing practices despite increasing empirical evidence questioning its effectiveness and 
documenting its adverse developmental consequences (Smith, 2016). Although many parents 
continue to perceive physical discipline as an expression of responsible parenting, contemporary 
developmental research consistently demonstrates that corporal punishment is associated with 
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heightened aggression, anxiety, behavioural problems and poorer parent-child relationships 
(Gershoff & Grogan-Kaylor, 2016). Importantly, these negative outcomes remain evident even 
after controlling for children's initial behavioural characteristics and family socioeconomic 
status. Such evidence has contributed to growing international support for positive discipline 
approaches that emphasise communication, guidance and emotional regulation rather than 
physical punishment. Parenting education programmes increasingly promote non-violent 
disciplinary strategies as essential components of healthy child development. 

Children who experience abuse frequently exhibit both immediate and long-term psychological 
consequences that increase vulnerability to later offending (Widom, 2019). Exposure to violence 
during childhood contributes to impaired emotional regulation, diminished empathy, heightened 
impulsivity and increased susceptibility to substance misuse during adolescence. These 
developmental difficulties often interact with school failure, peer delinquency and 
neighbourhood disadvantage to create cumulative pathways towards criminal involvement. 
Nevertheless, it is important to acknowledge that many survivors of childhood abuse do not 
engage in criminal behaviour because resilience is influenced by protective relationships and 
timely intervention. This observation reinforces the importance of trauma-informed prevention 
programmes that strengthen children's coping capacities while addressing adverse childhood 
experiences. 

Contemporary public health approaches increasingly conceptualise violence as an 
intergenerational phenomenon transmitted through learned behaviours, family relationships and 
community norms rather than biological predisposition alone (WHO, 2022). Children raised in 
environments characterised by chronic aggression frequently internalise violence as an 
acceptable mechanism for resolving interpersonal conflict through observational learning 
processes. Social Learning Theory therefore provides a compelling explanation for how abusive 
parenting practices may contribute to later violent behaviour across generations (Bandura, 1977). 
However, observational learning is neither inevitable nor irreversible because positive adult role 
models, schools and community organisations can interrupt these developmental pathways. 
Crime prevention policies should therefore prioritise early intervention programmes capable of 
disrupting cycles of intergenerational violence before antisocial behaviour becomes entrenched. 

Table 4: Child Maltreatment and Documented Developmental Outcomes 
Form of maltreatment Principal developmental 

consequence 
Evidence 

Physical abuse Increased aggression and violent 
behaviour 

Gershoff & Grogan-Kaylor 
(2016) 

Emotional abuse Anxiety, depression and emotional 
dysregulation 

Afifi et al. (2017) 

Sexual abuse Trauma and psychological distress Gilbert et al. (2009) 
Neglect Poor attachment and developmental 

delay 
Widom (2019) 

Chronic family violence Normalisation of aggression WHO (2022) 
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Parenting Practices and Juvenile Delinquency 

Parenting practices represent one of the strongest modifiable protective factors against juvenile 
delinquency because they directly influence children's behavioural regulation, social competence 
and moral development (Farrington et al., 2016). Effective parenting encompasses consistent 
supervision, emotional warmth, clear behavioural expectations and constructive disciplinary 
strategies that encourage self-control rather than fear-based compliance. Children raised within 
supportive family environments generally demonstrate stronger educational engagement, 
healthier peer relationships and lower levels of behavioural misconduct throughout adolescence. 
Conversely, inconsistent parenting characterised by neglect, hostility or inadequate monitoring 
substantially increases opportunities for association with delinquent peer groups. These findings 
have been replicated across diverse cultural settings, suggesting that positive parenting 
constitutes a universal protective factor despite variations in social context. 

Parental supervision is particularly important during adolescence because this developmental 
period is characterised by increasing autonomy, heightened peer influence and greater exposure 
to environmental risks (Steinberg, 2017). Adolescents whose parents maintain open 
communication and appropriate behavioural monitoring are significantly less likely to engage in 
substance misuse, gang involvement and violent offending because the parents are critical in the 
socialisation process of the child (Gleaner, 2018). Effective supervision does not imply 
authoritarian control but instead reflects supportive parental engagement that encourages 
responsible decision-making and mutual trust. Such parenting approaches promote internal self-
regulation rather than dependence upon external punishment alone. Parenting interventions that 
strengthen communication and supervision have demonstrated considerable effectiveness in 
reducing behavioural problems among at-risk youth. 

Contemporary evidence further suggests that parenting programmes produce measurable 
improvements in child behaviour, family functioning and long-term crime prevention when 
implemented consistently and supported by broader community services (WHO, 2022; United 
Nations Children's Fund [UNICEF], 2023). These interventions commonly emphasise positive 
discipline, emotional coaching, conflict resolution and parental self-efficacy while reducing 
reliance on punitive disciplinary methods. Evaluations conducted across multiple countries 
indicate reductions in aggressive behaviour, improved school engagement and enhanced 
psychological wellbeing among participating families. Nevertheless, programme effectiveness 
depends upon accessibility, cultural relevance and sustained institutional support rather than the 
intervention itself. Policymakers should therefore ensure that parenting programmes are 
integrated within wider social protection systems to maximise long-term developmental 
outcomes. 

Faith-Based Organisations as Agents of Crime Prevention 

Faith-based organisations have increasingly attracted scholarly attention as important community 
institutions capable of promoting social cohesion, strengthening families and supporting crime 
prevention initiatives beyond their traditional religious functions (Johnson, Jang, Larson, & De 
Li, 2001; World Bank, 2024). Their influence extends beyond worship services to include 
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educational programmes, counselling, humanitarian assistance, youth development and 
community advocacy. In many developing countries, religious organisations frequently operate 
in communities where governmental services remain limited, thereby providing social support 
that may reduce vulnerability to crime and violence. Nevertheless, the effectiveness of these 
organisations depends upon the quality, accessibility and sustainability of their programmes 
rather than their religious identity alone. Contemporary scholarship increasingly evaluates faith-
based institutions through measurable social outcomes rather than theological assumptions. 

Jamaica provides a particularly appropriate setting for examining the contribution of faith-based 
organisations because Christianity continues to shape the country's historical, cultural and social 
landscape despite increasing religious diversity (Statistical Institute of Jamaica [STATIN], 2022). 
Churches remain among the most geographically dispersed community institutions and maintain 
longstanding relationships with families across both urban and rural communities. Their 
organisational structures enable them to mobilise volunteers, provide social assistance and 
develop partnerships with schools, health agencies and governmental departments. However, 
high levels of crime within a predominantly Christian society illustrate that religious affiliation 
alone does not automatically translate into ethical behaviour or reduced criminal offending. This 
apparent contradiction reinforces the need to distinguish nominal religious identification from 
active participation in programmes that cultivate positive behavioural and social outcomes. 

The concept of social capital provides a valuable framework for understanding how churches 
may contribute to crime prevention within communities (Putnam, 2000). Social capital refers to 
the networks, norms and relationships that facilitate cooperation, trust and collective action for 
mutual benefit across society. Congregational participation frequently strengthens interpersonal 
trust, expands social support networks and increases opportunities for civic engagement that may 
protect individuals against social isolation and antisocial behaviour. These protective influences 
are particularly important among adolescents who may otherwise seek belonging through gangs 
or other delinquent peer groups. Faith-based organisations may reduce criminogenic risks by 
strengthening community cohesion rather than solely through religious instruction. 

Empirical studies indicate that participation in structured faith-based youth programmes is 
associated with lower levels of substance misuse, violent behaviour and school disengagement, 
although the magnitude of these associations varies across cultural contexts (Johnson et al., 2001; 
Salas-Wright, Vaughn, Maynard, & Clark, 2017). Such programmes often combine mentoring, 
academic support, recreational activities and moral development within supportive social 
environments that encourage positive identity formation. Importantly, these benefits appear 
strongest when programmes maintain consistent adult mentorship and meaningful youth 
engagement rather than relying exclusively on religious observance. This evidence suggests that 
programme quality and sustained interpersonal relationships constitute the principal mechanisms 
underlying successful outcomes. churches seeking to contribute to crime prevention should 
prioritise evidence-informed youth development initiatives grounded in measurable objectives. 
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Table 5: Potential Contributions of Faith-Based Organisations to Crime Prevention 
Intervention Primary Target Expected Social Outcome 
Parenting education Parents and caregivers Improved parenting competence 
Youth mentoring Adolescents Reduced delinquency and gang 

involvement 
Counselling services Families Improved emotional wellbeing 
After-school programmes School-aged children Increased educational engagement 
Community outreach High-risk communities Strengthened social cohesion 
Economic assistance Vulnerable households Reduced family stress 
 
Family strengthening represents one of the most significant avenues through which churches may 
contribute to primary crime prevention because healthy family relationships provide enduring 
protection against behavioural maladjustment. Parenting seminars, marital enrichment 
programmes, family counselling and home visitation initiatives may improve communication, 
strengthen attachment relationships and promote positive disciplinary practices. International 
evaluations demonstrate that family-centred interventions generally achieve greater long-term 
reductions in behavioural problems than programmes focusing exclusively on young people after 
delinquent behaviour has emerged (World Health Organization [WHO], 2022). These findings 
align closely with developmental criminology, which emphasises early intervention during 
childhood as the most effective strategy for preventing persistent offending. Churches possess 
considerable opportunities to complement governmental parenting initiatives through locally 
accessible family support programmes. 

Mentorship programmes coordinated through faith-based organisations may also address 
developmental needs among adolescents exposed to community violence, educational 
disadvantage and limited positive role models. Consistent mentoring relationships have been 
associated with improved academic performance, increased self-esteem, enhanced emotional 
regulation and reduced engagement in risky behaviours across numerous international 
evaluations (DuBois et al., 2011). Such relationships provide young people with supportive 
adults who model constructive decision-making while encouraging educational and vocational 
aspirations. Nevertheless, mentoring initiatives require careful recruitment, professional training, 
safeguarding procedures and ongoing evaluation to ensure participant safety and programme 
effectiveness. Churches therefore have an important responsibility to adopt evidence-based 
mentoring standards comparable to those employed within educational and youth development 
sectors. 

Churches may further contribute to violence prevention by addressing psychosocial needs arising 
from trauma, grief, domestic violence and community conflict. Many individuals living in 
violence-affected communities experience chronic psychological distress that frequently remains 
untreated because of limited access to professional mental health services (WHO, 2022). Faith 
communities often provide emotional support, pastoral counselling and referral pathways that 
encourage individuals to seek appropriate psychological care while reducing stigma associated 
with mental illness. However, pastoral support should complement rather than substitute for 
professional mental health services when specialised clinical intervention is required. Effective 
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collaboration between churches, psychologists, social workers and healthcare providers therefore 
represents best practice for addressing complex psychosocial needs associated with violence. 

Notwithstanding these potential contributions, faith-based organisations are not immune from 
institutional limitations that may reduce their effectiveness in crime prevention. Some religious 
institutions experience shortages of financial resources, trained personnel and programme 
evaluation expertise that constrain the sustainability of community interventions. Moreover, 
isolated instances of leadership misconduct or organisational failures may undermine public 
confidence and diminish institutional credibility despite the positive work undertaken by many 
congregations. Contemporary social science therefore advocates evaluating faith-based 
organisations according to transparent evidence of programme effectiveness rather than assuming 
beneficial outcomes because of religious affiliation. Such accountability strengthens both public 
confidence and the long-term sustainability of church-based social interventions. 

Table 6: Strengths and Limitations of Faith-Based Crime Prevention Initiatives 
Strengths Potential Limitations 
Strong community presence Limited financial resources 
Established public trust in many communities Variable programme quality 
Large volunteer networks Limited evaluation capacity 
Family-centred approach Uneven professional training 
Opportunities for intersectoral partnerships Risk of inconsistent implementation 
 
Increasingly, governments and international development agencies advocate multisectoral 
partnerships involving public institutions, civil society organisations and faith-based groups to 
address the complex determinants of violence (United Nations Development Programme 
[UNDP], 2023; WHO, 2022). Such collaborations recognise that sustainable reductions in crime 
require coordinated interventions addressing education, employment, family wellbeing, mental 
health and community development simultaneously. Churches possess unique advantages 
because of their longstanding community relationships, but these advantages achieve maximum 
effectiveness when integrated within broader national crime prevention frameworks. 
Collaborative governance also facilitates resource sharing, programme evaluation and the 
dissemination of evidence-based practices across participating organisations. Accordingly, faith-
based institutions should be regarded as strategic partners within comprehensive violence 
prevention systems rather than independent solutions to Jamaica's crime problem. 

Theoretical Framework 

The present study is grounded in an interdisciplinary theoretical framework that integrates Social 
Learning Theory, Social Control Theory, General Strain Theory, Family Systems Theory and 
Bronfenbrenner's Social Ecological Theory to explain how parental influences shape criminal 
behaviour while identifying pathways through which faith-based institutions may contribute to 
crime prevention. Contemporary criminology increasingly recognises that no single theoretical 
perspective sufficiently explains the complexity of criminal behaviour because offending results 
from interactions among individual, familial, community and structural factors (Cullen, Agnew, 
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& Wilcox, 2021). Combining complementary theoretical perspectives provides a more 
comprehensive understanding of how developmental experiences within families interact with 
broader social environments across the life course. This integrated framework enables the present 
study to examine both the direct and indirect mechanisms linking parenting practices with 
behavioural outcomes while acknowledging the influence of wider socioeconomic conditions. 
Such an approach is consistent with current multidisciplinary crime prevention research, which 
emphasises ecological rather than reductionist explanations of offending. 

Social Learning Theory 

Social Learning Theory proposes that human behaviour is acquired through observation, 
imitation, reinforcement and repeated social interaction rather than through innate biological 
predispositions alone (Bandura, 1977). Children observe the behaviours, attitudes and conflict-
resolution strategies demonstrated by parents, siblings and significant adults, gradually 
incorporating these behaviours into their own behavioural repertoire (Gleaner, 2018). Children 
repeatedly exposed to aggression, domestic violence or harsh disciplinary practices may 
internalise violence as an acceptable mechanism for resolving interpersonal conflict. Conversely, 
parents who consistently model empathy, respect, emotional regulation and non-violent conflict 
resolution increase the likelihood that children will develop similar prosocial behaviours 
throughout adolescence and adulthood. Social Learning Theory therefore provides a compelling 
explanation for the intergenerational transmission of both criminal and prosocial behaviours. 

The explanatory value of Social Learning Theory extends beyond direct parental modelling 
because children are simultaneously influenced by peers, teachers, community members and 
increasingly by digital media environments (Akers & Jennings, 2016). Nevertheless, parents 
generally constitute children's earliest and most influential behavioural models, particularly 
during infancy and early childhood when foundational patterns of emotional regulation and 
interpersonal behaviour are established. Research consistently demonstrates that positive parental 
modelling moderates the influence of adverse peer environments and neighbourhood violence by 
strengthening children's capacity for self-regulation and responsible decision-making (Farrington 
et al., 2016). These findings indicate that crime prevention initiatives should strengthen positive 
parental modelling rather than focusing exclusively on correcting delinquent behaviour after it 
has become established. Accordingly, churches may contribute to primary crime prevention by 
providing parenting programmes that reinforce constructive behavioural modelling within 
families. 

Social Control Theory 

Social Control Theory argues that criminal behaviour becomes more likely when individuals 
develop weak social bonds with conventional institutions including families, schools and 
communities (Hirschi, 1969). Hirschi identified attachment, commitment, involvement and belief 
as the four principal elements of social bonding that discourage individuals from engaging in 
criminal activity. Among these dimensions, attachment to parents remains particularly influential 
because emotionally secure parent-child relationships strengthen children's internalisation of 
societal norms and expectations. Conversely, weak parental attachment may reduce children's 
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emotional investment in conventional social values while increasing susceptibility to delinquent 
peer influences. The theory therefore emphasises the importance of strengthening family 
relationships as a preventive strategy rather than relying solely upon punitive sanctions. 

Empirical research continues to support the central propositions of Social Control Theory across 
diverse cultural settings, although scholars increasingly acknowledge that social bonds operate 
within broader structural contexts characterised by inequality and social exclusion (Pratt et al., 
2019). Strong parental attachment has been associated with lower rates of juvenile delinquency, 
substance misuse and school disengagement even among adolescents residing in disadvantaged 
neighbourhoods. However, attachment alone cannot eliminate structural risks such as poverty, 
unemployment or community violence, thereby necessitating complementary social policies 
addressing these wider determinants. This limitation reinforces the value of integrating Social 
Control Theory with ecological perspectives that recognise multiple interacting influences on 
behaviour. Faith-based organisations may strengthen informal social control by reinforcing 
family relationships, community engagement and shared moral responsibility. 

General Strain Theory 

General Strain Theory proposes that individuals experience psychological strain when confronted 
with adverse life circumstances, blocked opportunities or the loss of valued relationships, thereby 
increasing the likelihood of negative emotional responses that may culminate in criminal 
behaviour (Agnew, 1992). Such strains include chronic poverty, family conflict, parental neglect, 
child maltreatment and exposure to violence, all of which are particularly relevant within the 
Jamaican context. These adverse experiences frequently generate frustration, anger, hopelessness 
and emotional distress that, when combined with limited coping resources, may increase 
vulnerability to offending. Nevertheless, General Strain Theory does not suggest that strain 
inevitably results in criminal behaviour because individual coping capacities and social support 
systems moderate behavioural responses. This distinction highlights the importance of protective 
relationships capable of reducing the criminogenic effects of adversity. 

Family support, mentoring relationships and community engagement function as important 
protective mechanisms that reduce the behavioural consequences of psychological strain 
(Agnew, 2013). Children and adolescents who possess supportive parents, trusted mentors and 
emotionally responsive caregivers generally demonstrate greater resilience despite experiencing 
significant adversity. Conversely, individuals lacking positive social support may seek alternative 
coping mechanisms including gang membership, substance misuse or violent behaviour. These 
observations support early intervention strategies that strengthen coping capacities before 
behavioural problems become entrenched. Accordingly, churches may reduce criminogenic 
strain by providing counselling, mentoring, social assistance and psychosocial support to 
vulnerable families experiencing chronic adversity. 

Family Systems Theory 

Family Systems Theory conceptualises the family as an interconnected social system in which 
the behaviour of each member influences the functioning and wellbeing of the entire household 
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(Bowen, 1978). From this perspective, children's behavioural difficulties cannot be understood in 
isolation because they frequently reflect broader patterns of family interaction, communication 
and emotional functioning. Parenting practices therefore emerge from reciprocal relationships 
rather than one-directional influences operating exclusively from parents to children. Family 
conflict, inconsistent communication and unresolved interpersonal tensions may collectively 
undermine children's emotional development while increasing behavioural difficulties over time. 
Interventions focusing upon the entire family system generally produce more sustainable 
improvements than those directed solely towards individual children. 

The systemic perspective also highlights the importance of strengthening family resilience 
through collaborative problem-solving, effective communication and emotional support rather 
than concentrating exclusively upon behavioural correction. Parenting programmes that improve 
conflict resolution, emotional responsiveness and family cohesion frequently generate positive 
outcomes extending beyond children's behavioural development. Such interventions 
simultaneously strengthen marital relationships, reduce parental stress and improve overall 
household functioning, thereby addressing several developmental risk factors concurrently. 
These findings support integrated family-centred approaches that complement educational, 
psychological and community-based interventions. Faith-based organisations may therefore 
contribute effectively by providing programmes that strengthen family functioning while 
recognising the interconnected nature of household relationships. 

Bronfenbrenner's Social Ecological Theory 

Bronfenbrenner's Social Ecological Theory provides the overarching framework within which 
the preceding theories are integrated because it conceptualises human development as occurring 
through continuous interactions between individuals and multiple environmental systems 
(Bronfenbrenner & Morris, 2006). These systems include the microsystem comprising family 
and school, the mesosystem involving interactions among immediate environments, the 
exosystem representing broader institutional influences and the macrosystem encompassing 
cultural values, social norms and public policies. Crime therefore emerges through dynamic 
interactions among developmental experiences occurring across these interconnected ecological 
levels rather than through isolated individual characteristics. This ecological perspective aligns 
closely with contemporary public health models of violence prevention that emphasise 
coordinated interventions operating simultaneously across individual, family, community and 
societal domains. Sustainable crime prevention requires integrated partnerships extending 
beyond the criminal justice sector alone. 

Within the ecological framework, churches occupy a unique position because they operate 
simultaneously across several ecological levels influencing child and family development. At the 
microsystem level, congregations strengthen interpersonal relationships through mentoring, 
counselling and family support, while at the mesosystem level they facilitate collaboration 
among families, schools and community organisations. Churches also contribute to the 
exosystem through partnerships with governmental agencies and civil society organisations and 
influence the macrosystem by reinforcing ethical norms, civic responsibility and community 
engagement. Nevertheless, ecological theory recognises that no single institution possesses 
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sufficient capacity to address the multifaceted determinants of crime independently. Accordingly, 
faith-based organisations achieve their greatest preventive impact when functioning 
collaboratively within comprehensive multisectoral crime prevention systems. 

Table 7: Theoretical Perspectives Underpinning the Study 
Theory Principal Proposition Relevance to the Present Study 
Social Learning 
Theory 

Behaviour is learned through 
observation and reinforcement 

Explains intergenerational transmission of 
parenting practices and violence 

Social Control 
Theory 

Strong social bonds 
discourage offending 

Highlights the protective role of secure 
parent-child relationships 

General Strain 
Theory 

Adversity generates strain that 
may increase offending 

Explains the influence of poverty, abuse and 
family conflict 

Family Systems 
Theory 

Family members function as 
an interconnected system 

Emphasises improving overall family 
functioning rather than isolated behaviours 

Social 
Ecological 
Theory 

Behaviour results from 
interacting environmental 
systems 

Provides the overarching framework linking 
individual, family, community and societal 
influences 

 
The integration of these five theoretical perspectives provides a comprehensive explanatory 
framework for understanding how parental factors contribute to criminal behaviour while 
identifying opportunities for preventive intervention through families, communities and faith-
based organisations. Rather than competing explanations, these theories collectively demonstrate 
that criminal behaviour develops through complex interactions among learned behaviours, 
weakened social bonds, accumulated psychological strain, dysfunctional family relationships and 
adverse environmental conditions. This integrated perspective also recognises that protective 
factors operate across multiple ecological levels, thereby supporting the development of 
coordinated interventions addressing families, schools, communities and public institutions 
simultaneously. The present study adopts a multidimensional understanding of crime prevention 
that extends beyond law enforcement to include parenting support, family strengthening, 
community mobilisation and collaborative governance. The conceptual framework presented in 
the following section illustrates these theoretical relationships and provides the analytical 
foundation for the study's proposed crime prevention model. 

Conceptual Framework 

The conceptual framework developed for this study synthesises the major propositions of Social 
Learning Theory, Social Control Theory, General Strain Theory, Family Systems Theory and 
Bronfenbrenner's Social Ecological Theory into a unified explanatory model of crime prevention. 
Rather than viewing criminal behaviour as the consequence of a single determinant, the 
framework conceptualises offending as the cumulative outcome of interacting parental, 
psychological, social and structural influences operating throughout the life course. The model 
further proposes that faith-based organisations function primarily as protective and moderating 
institutions that strengthen family resilience rather than directly eliminating criminal behaviour. 
Crime prevention is conceptualised as a multidimensional developmental process requiring 



International Journal of Insights & Transformations in Law, Crime & Justice - Vol. 10, Issue 2 – 2026 
© Eureka Journals 2026. All Rights Reserved. International Peer Reviewed Referred Journal 
  
 

 
 
 

Page 55 
 

  

coordinated interventions across families, communities, educational institutions, religious 
organisations and governmental agencies. This framework therefore reflects contemporary 
ecological perspectives that emphasise prevention over reactive criminal justice responses. 

The framework identifies parental factors as the primary independent variables because they 
constitute children's earliest developmental environment and significantly influence emotional, 
cognitive and behavioural outcomes. These parental factors include father absence, ineffective 
parental supervision, inconsistent discipline, child maltreatment, parental conflict and 
socioeconomic disadvantage, each of which may increase children's exposure to developmental 
risks when protective mechanisms are absent. However, the framework does not assume that 
these parental characteristics independently determine criminal behaviour because their influence 
is moderated by resilience, community resources and supportive interpersonal relationships. 
Instead, the model recognises that adverse family experiences increase behavioural vulnerability 
while simultaneously acknowledging substantial individual variation in developmental outcomes. 
Such conceptualisation avoids deterministic interpretations of parenting and remains consistent 
with contemporary developmental criminology. 

The second component of the framework comprises child and adolescent developmental 
processes through which parental influences affect subsequent behavioural outcomes. These 
processes include emotional regulation, attachment security, self-control, empathy, academic 
engagement, psychological wellbeing and peer relationship formation, all of which have been 
identified as important predictors of antisocial behaviour (Farrington et al., 2016; Moffitt, 2018). 
Positive developmental experiences strengthen children's capacity to cope with adversity, 
whereas adverse experiences may increase impulsivity, aggression, school disengagement and 
affiliation with delinquent peer groups. Importantly, these developmental processes represent 
modifiable rather than fixed characteristics, thereby supporting the implementation of early 
preventive interventions. Strengthening developmental competencies constitutes a central 
objective of family-based crime prevention programmes. 

Psychological outcomes represent the third component of the conceptual model because 
behavioural responses are frequently mediated through children's emotional and cognitive 
functioning. Exposure to chronic family conflict, abuse, neglect or persistent socioeconomic 
hardship may contribute to anxiety, depression, hopelessness, emotional dysregulation and 
diminished self-esteem, thereby increasing susceptibility to maladaptive coping strategies 
(Agnew, 2013; WHO, 2022). Conversely, supportive parenting promotes resilience, emotional 
security and adaptive coping capacities that reduce vulnerability to delinquent behaviour despite 
environmental adversity. These psychological mechanisms explain why children exposed to 
similar socioeconomic conditions frequently demonstrate markedly different developmental 
trajectories. The framework therefore proposes that psychological wellbeing mediates the 
relationship between parental influences and behavioural outcomes. 

Social and community influences constitute the fourth component of the framework because 
children's behaviour develops within broader ecological systems extending beyond the 
immediate family. School environments, peer relationships, neighbourhood cohesion, community 
violence, media exposure and access to recreational opportunities collectively shape children's 
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behavioural development throughout adolescence (Bronfenbrenner & Morris, 2006). These 
contextual influences may either reinforce or counteract parental influences depending upon the 
quality of social relationships and available community resources. Accordingly, crime prevention 
requires strengthening protective environments across multiple social settings rather than 
concentrating exclusively upon household conditions. This ecological perspective reinforces the 
importance of multisectoral collaboration involving schools, communities, families and public 
institutions. 

Faith-based organisations are conceptualised within the framework as moderating and protective 
institutions that influence developmental pathways rather than serving as independent 
determinants of behavioural outcomes. Churches may strengthen parenting competence through 
educational programmes, enhance family functioning through counselling services, promote 
youth resilience through mentoring initiatives and increase community cohesion through civic 
engagement activities. These interventions potentially reduce the adverse effects of parental risk 
factors by increasing social support, strengthening positive behavioural modelling and expanding 
access to psychosocial resources. Nevertheless, the framework recognises that programme 
effectiveness depends upon implementation quality, professional competence, sustained 
engagement and collaboration with other community stakeholders. Faith-based organisations are 
positioned as complementary partners within broader national crime prevention strategies rather 
than autonomous agents of social change. 

The outcome variable within the conceptual framework is crime propensity, conceptualised as 
the likelihood of engaging in delinquent or criminal behaviour during adolescence or adulthood. 
Crime propensity is influenced indirectly through cumulative developmental processes rather 
than directly by individual parental characteristics or religious participation. Positive 
developmental experiences, supportive family relationships, effective parenting and strong 
community engagement are expected to reduce criminal propensity, whereas cumulative 
exposure to adverse childhood experiences may increase behavioural vulnerability. Importantly, 
the framework assumes that these developmental pathways remain open to modification 
throughout childhood and adolescence through timely intervention and supportive social 
relationships. This proposition aligns with life-course criminology, which emphasises that 
behavioural trajectories may change in response to positive developmental opportunities and 
effective intervention. 
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The conceptual framework proposes that parental influences affect criminal behaviour indirectly 
through developmental, psychological and social mechanisms rather than through simple linear 
relationships. Faith-based organisations are expected to moderate these pathways by 
strengthening parenting capacity, promoting resilience, enhancing community support and 
facilitating access to educational and psychosocial resources. Nevertheless, churches operate 
within broader structural contexts that include poverty, inequality, educational opportunity and 
governmental policy, thereby limiting their capacity to influence crime independently of wider 
societal conditions. The framework supports integrated multisectoral approaches that combine 
family strengthening, community development, educational investment, public health initiatives 
and criminal justice reform. This multidimensional perspective provides the analytical foundation 
for understanding how coordinated interventions may achieve sustainable reductions in crime 
within the Jamaican context. 

Table 8: Summary of Variables Included in the Conceptual Framework 
Variable 
Category 

Principal Variables Expected Direction of 
Influence 

Independent 
variables 

Father involvement, parenting quality, child 
maltreatment, family conflict, socioeconomic 
status 

Influence child 
development 
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Mediating 
variables 

Emotional regulation, attachment, self-control, 
psychological wellbeing, academic engagement 

Explain behavioural 
pathways 

Moderating 
variables 

Faith-based programmes, mentoring, 
counselling, community support, social capital 

Reduce adverse 
developmental effects. 

Contextual 
variables 

Poverty, inequality, neighbourhood violence, 
education, public policy 

Shape family and 
community environments 

Dependent 
variable 

Crime propensity and antisocial behaviour Final behavioural outcome 

 
Based on this conceptual framework, the present study advances four principal propositions to 
guide subsequent discussion and policy interpretation. First, positive parenting practices are 
expected to reduce children's likelihood of developing antisocial and criminal behaviours through 
improved emotional regulation and stronger attachment relationships. Second, cumulative 
exposure to adverse parental experiences is expected to increase behavioural vulnerability 
through psychological and developmental mechanisms rather than through direct causal 
pathways. Third, faith-based organisations are expected to moderate these relationships by 
strengthening protective factors within families and communities through evidence-informed 
interventions. Finally, sustainable crime prevention is expected to be greatest when governmental 
institutions, educational systems, healthcare providers, civil society organisations and faith-based 
institutions collaborate within an integrated ecological framework. 

Materials and Methods 

Research Design 

The present study employed a systematic integrative literature review combined with conceptual 
analysis to examine the relationship between parental factors, crime prevention and the role of 
faith-based institutions within the Jamaican context. An integrative review was considered 
appropriate because it permits the synthesis of empirical, theoretical and policy-oriented 
literature from multiple disciplines, thereby facilitating a comprehensive understanding of 
complex social phenomena (Snyder, 2019; Torraco, 2016). Unlike traditional narrative reviews, 
integrative reviews enable researchers to critically evaluate diverse forms of evidence while 
identifying conceptual relationships and gaps within the existing literature (Whittemore & Knafl, 
2005). This methodological approach is particularly appropriate for crime prevention research 
because criminal behaviour is influenced by interacting psychological, sociological, 
developmental and structural determinants that cannot be adequately explained through a single 
disciplinary perspective. Accordingly, the study integrates criminological, developmental, public 
health and family science literature to develop an evidence-informed conceptual framework for 
understanding parental determinants of crime and the preventive role of faith-based organisations 
in Jamaica. 

Philosophical Orientation 

The study was informed by a pragmatic research philosophy, which recognises that complex 
societal problems require the integration of multiple forms of evidence to inform policy and 
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practice (Creswell & Creswell, 2023). Pragmatism rejects the assumption that social phenomena 
can be adequately explained through a single epistemological perspective and instead values 
methodological pluralism and practical problem-solving. Within the context of crime prevention, 
this philosophical orientation permits the integration of quantitative findings, qualitative 
evidence, theoretical explanations and policy analyses into a coherent explanatory framework. 
Such an approach acknowledges that criminal behaviour results from dynamic interactions 
among individuals, families, communities and broader social systems. The study prioritises 
evidence capable of informing effective public policy and community-based interventions rather 
than advancing a single theoretical position. 

Literature Search Strategy 

A systematic search of the published literature was undertaken between January and March 2026 
using internationally recognised electronic databases. These databases included Scopus, Web of 
Science, PubMed, PsycINFO, JSTOR, ProQuest, EBSCOhost, Google Scholar and the Social 
Sciences Citation Index because they collectively index the majority of peer-reviewed research 
relevant to criminology, psychology, sociology, public health and family studies. Additional grey 
literature was obtained from international organisations including the World Health 
Organization, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, United Nations Development 
Programme, United Nations Children's Fund, the World Bank, the Inter-American Development 
Bank and the Planning Institute of Jamaica to ensure inclusion of current policy reports and 
statistical evidence. Reference lists of eligible publications were also manually examined to 
identify additional studies not captured during the electronic database searches. This multiple-
source strategy enhanced the comprehensiveness and rigour of the literature review while 
reducing publication bias. 

The literature search employed combinations of Boolean operators and controlled vocabulary 
terms to maximise retrieval of relevant studies. Principal search terms included crime prevention, 
violent crime, parenting, parental supervision, father involvement, single-parent households, 
child abuse, child maltreatment, family functioning, juvenile delinquency, faith-based 
organisations, church, social capital, community development, Jamaica, Caribbean, violence 
prevention, youth crime and developmental criminology. Search terms were combined using the 
Boolean operators AND, OR and NOT to improve both sensitivity and specificity during 
database retrieval. Where appropriate, Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) and database-specific 
indexing terms were incorporated to improve search precision. Duplicate records were removed 
before the screening process. 

Table 9: Illustrative Literature Search Strategy 
Database Principal Search Terms Purpose 
Scopus Parenting AND crime prevention AND 

Jamaica 
International peer-reviewed 
literature 

Web of 
Science 

Child maltreatment AND delinquency Developmental criminology 

PsycINFO Parenting practices AND antisocial behaviour Psychological evidence 
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PubMed Violence prevention AND family intervention Public health literature 
Google 
Scholar 

Faith-based organisations AND crime 
prevention 

Broad interdisciplinary 
coverage 

JSTOR Social capital AND community crime 
prevention 

Sociological literature 

 
Eligibility Criteria 

Studies were included if they met five predetermined eligibility criteria. First, publications had to 
examine parenting, family functioning, child development, juvenile delinquency, violence 
prevention or faith-based interventions in relation to criminal behaviour. Second, only peer-
reviewed journal articles, scholarly books, government publications and reports produced by 
internationally recognised organisations were included because of their methodological 
credibility. Third, preference was given to studies published between 2010 and 2026 to ensure 
that the review reflected contemporary evidence, although seminal theoretical works were 
retained where necessary because of their enduring scholarly significance. Fourth, publications 
had to be available in English and contain sufficient methodological information to permit 
critical evaluation. Finally, studies focusing exclusively on biological determinants of criminal 
behaviour without consideration of family or environmental influences were excluded because 
they fell outside the conceptual scope of the present investigation. 

Study Selection 

The study selection process followed the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and 
Meta-Analyses (PRISMA 2020) recommendations for identifying, screening and selecting 
relevant literature (Page et al., 2021). Initially, titles and abstracts were reviewed to eliminate 
publications that were clearly unrelated to the research objectives. Full-text articles were 
subsequently examined against the predefined inclusion and exclusion criteria before final 
eligibility decisions were made. Disagreements regarding study relevance were resolved through 
repeated review of the published evidence and comparison with the study objectives. This 
systematic screening process enhanced transparency, reproducibility and methodological rigour 
throughout the review. 

Data Extraction 

Relevant information from each eligible publication was extracted using a standardised data 
extraction template developed specifically for this review. Extracted variables included author, 
year of publication, country, study design, sample characteristics, theoretical framework, 
principal findings, methodological strengths, identified limitations and implications for crime 
prevention policy. Particular attention was given to evidence describing parenting practices, 
father involvement, child maltreatment, socioeconomic disadvantage, family resilience and faith-
based interventions because these variables formed the conceptual foundation of the present 
study. Information concerning theoretical perspectives and reported mechanisms linking parental 
influences with criminal behaviour was also systematically documented. The use of a structured 
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extraction template ensured consistency and reduced the likelihood of selective interpretation 
during evidence synthesis. 

Table 10: Variables Extracted from Eligible Studies 
Variable Description 
Author and year Publication details 
Country Geographic location of study 
Research design Quantitative, qualitative or mixed methods 
Sample characteristics Participants and sample size 
Key variables Parenting, crime, family, church, violence 
Principal findings Main empirical conclusions 
Strengths and limitations Methodological appraisal 
Policy implications Recommendations for practice 
 
Quality Appraisal 

Methodological quality was critically evaluated using established criteria appropriate to each 
study design. Quantitative studies were assessed according to sampling procedures, measurement 
validity, statistical analysis and risk of bias, whereas qualitative investigations were evaluated in 
relation to credibility, transferability, dependability and confirmability (Lincoln & Guba, 1985). 
Policy reports and organisational publications were assessed based on institutional credibility, 
methodological transparency and consistency with peer-reviewed evidence. Rather than 
excluding studies solely based on methodological limitations, quality assessments informed the 
weighting assigned to individual sources during evidence synthesis. This approach ensured 
balanced interpretation while acknowledging variation in methodological quality across the 
reviewed literature. 

Data Synthesis 

A thematic narrative synthesis was undertaken because of the methodological diversity among 
the included studies. Evidence was organised into major thematic categories including crime 
trends, parenting practices, father involvement, child maltreatment, socioeconomic disadvantage, 
developmental pathways, faith-based organisations and public policy implications. Findings were 
compared across studies to identify areas of convergence, inconsistency and emerging theoretical 
developments while critically evaluating the strength of the available evidence. Themes were 
subsequently integrated within an ecological conceptual framework informed by Social Learning 
Theory, Social Control Theory, General Strain Theory, Family Systems Theory and 
Bronfenbrenner's Social Ecological Theory. This analytical strategy facilitated the development 
of a comprehensive explanatory model linking parental factors with crime prevention in Jamaica. 

Ethical Considerations 

Ethical approval was not required because the study relied exclusively on publicly available 
secondary sources and did not involve direct participation by human subjects. Nevertheless, the 
review was conducted in accordance with internationally accepted principles of academic 
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integrity, transparency and responsible scholarship. All ideas, empirical findings and theoretical 
contributions were appropriately acknowledged through APA 7th edition citation practices to 
minimise the risk of plagiarism and intellectual misrepresentation. Care was taken to present 
balanced interpretations of the available evidence while recognising methodological limitations 
within the reviewed studies. These procedures enhanced the credibility, trustworthiness and 
scholarly integrity of the investigation. 

Findings and Discussion 

Parental Factors and Crime Prevention in Jamaica 

The present study demonstrates that parental influences constitute one of the most significant 
developmental determinants of criminal behaviour, although their effects are mediated by 
broader socioeconomic, psychological and community factors. This finding supports 
contemporary developmental criminology, which argues that offending emerges through 
cumulative exposure to multiple interacting risk factors rather than from any single adverse 
childhood experience (Farrington et al., 2016; Cullen et al., 2021). The evidence reviewed 
throughout this article indicates that parenting practices influence children's emotional 
development, behavioural regulation, educational engagement and social competence, all of 
which shape subsequent involvement in delinquent behaviour. Importantly, these developmental 
pathways remain amenable to intervention throughout childhood and adolescence, thereby 
reinforcing the value of preventive rather than reactive crime reduction strategies. Investment in 
family strengthening should be regarded as a national crime prevention priority rather than solely 
as a social welfare initiative. 

The present findings further suggest that effective parenting provides one of the strongest 
protective mechanisms against criminal involvement even within communities characterised by 
poverty, violence and social disadvantage. Children raised within supportive households 
consistently demonstrate greater resilience because positive parenting strengthens attachment, 
emotional regulation, self-control and problem-solving abilities that reduce vulnerability to 
antisocial behaviour (Masten, 2018; WHO, 2022). These protective characteristics enable many 
young people to negotiate adverse environmental circumstances without engaging in delinquent 
activities despite considerable developmental challenges. Such evidence challenges deterministic 
assumptions that disadvantaged neighbourhoods inevitably produce criminal behaviour among 
resident youth. Accordingly, policies should prioritise strengthening parenting competence while 
simultaneously addressing structural inequalities that undermine family functioning. 

Father Involvement and Family Stability 

The present review supports previous research indicating that father involvement contributes 
positively to children's social, emotional and behavioural development when characterised by 
consistent emotional engagement, supervision and supportive relationships (Lamb, 2010). 
However, the findings equally demonstrate that father absence should not be interpreted as an 
independent or universal cause of criminal behaviour because considerable heterogeneity exists 
among family structures and developmental outcomes. Many children raised within single-parent 
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households develop into well-adjusted adults because protective factors including maternal 
competence, extended family support, educational opportunities and community engagement 
moderate developmental risks (McLanahan & Percheski, 2008). This observation is particularly 
important for public policy because simplistic narratives surrounding father absence may 
inadvertently stigmatise families that function effectively despite structural disadvantages. Crime 
prevention initiatives should therefore encourage responsible father involvement while 
strengthening support services for all family types irrespective of household composition. 

From a Jamaican perspective, father involvement assumes additional significance because many 
communities continue to experience socioeconomic instability, labour migration and changing 
family structures that influence parental participation in children's lives (STATIN, 2022; PIOJ, 
2023). These demographic realities require policies that promote constructive paternal 
engagement rather than merely emphasising residential cohabitation between fathers and 
children. Fathers who remain emotionally accessible, financially responsible and actively 
engaged in children's education frequently provide developmental benefits regardless of living 
arrangements. Such findings reinforce international evidence indicating that relationship quality 
consistently outweighs residential status in predicting child wellbeing (Lamb, 2010). Fatherhood 
programmes should focus upon strengthening parenting skills, communication and long-term 
parental responsibility rather than exclusively promoting traditional family structures. 

Table 11: Implications of Father Involvement for Crime Prevention 
Evidence Developmental implication Policy implication 
Active paternal 
involvement 

Improved emotional security Promote responsible fatherhood 
initiatives 

Positive parental 
communication 

Better behavioural regulation Parenting education programmes 

Consistent supervision Reduced juvenile delinquency Family support services 
Supportive family 
relationships 

Greater resilience Community mentoring initiatives 

Shared parental 
responsibility 

Improved child wellbeing Family-centred social policy 

 
Poverty, Family Stress and Criminal Behaviour 

The present analysis demonstrates that poverty should be understood primarily as a contextual 
rather than deterministic influence upon criminal behaviour because its effects operate through 
multiple developmental mechanisms. Chronic financial hardship contributes to parental stress, 
reduced educational opportunities, inadequate housing and diminished access to supportive 
services that collectively influence children's developmental trajectories (Conger & Donnellan, 
2007; World Bank, 2024). Nevertheless, substantial evidence confirms that many economically 
disadvantaged families successfully raise resilient and socially responsible children through 
supportive parenting and strong community relationships. This observation indicates that 
socioeconomic deprivation increases developmental risk without predetermining behavioural 
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outcomes. Accordingly, crime prevention policies should combine poverty reduction initiatives 
with interventions that strengthen parenting capacity and family resilience. 

The interaction between poverty and parenting represents one of the most important findings 
emerging from contemporary developmental research because financial hardship frequently 
influences caregiving behaviour indirectly through psychological stress. Parents experiencing 
chronic economic insecurity may encounter greater difficulty maintaining consistent supervision, 
emotional responsiveness and constructive disciplinary practices because of competing financial 
pressures (Evans et al., 2013). However, these adverse effects may be substantially reduced when 
families receive adequate social protection, mental health support and community assistance. 
Such findings demonstrate that improving household wellbeing requires integrated economic and 
psychosocial interventions rather than income support alone. Governments should coordinate 
employment, education, housing and family support policies within comprehensive crime 
prevention strategies. 

Child Maltreatment and Intergenerational Violence 

The literature consistently identifies child maltreatment as one of the strongest developmental 
predictors of later behavioural maladjustment, aggression and criminal offending across diverse 
international settings (Afifi et al., 2017; Gilbert et al., 2009). Exposure to physical abuse, 
emotional neglect or chronic domestic violence disrupts children's emotional development while 
increasing vulnerability to anxiety, depression, impulsivity and aggressive conflict resolution. 
Nevertheless, the present review also demonstrates that adverse childhood experiences do not 
inevitably culminate in criminal behaviour because resilience is substantially influenced by 
subsequent supportive relationships and timely intervention. This distinction is critical because 
deterministic interpretations underestimate children's developmental capacity for recovery and 
adaptation. Preventing child maltreatment while simultaneously strengthening trauma-informed 
support services should remain central components of national violence prevention policy. 

The continued use of corporal punishment within some Jamaican households warrants careful 
consideration because empirical evidence increasingly questions both its effectiveness and its 
long-term developmental consequences (Smith, 2016; Gershoff & Grogan-Kaylor, 2016). 
Although many caregivers perceive physical punishment as an appropriate disciplinary practice, 
extensive international research demonstrates stronger associations with aggression, poorer 
mental health and deteriorating parent-child relationships than with improved behavioural 
regulation. Positive discipline approaches centred upon communication, emotional coaching and 
consistent behavioural expectations have demonstrated greater effectiveness in promoting long-
term child wellbeing. Parenting education programmes should encourage evidence-informed 
disciplinary strategies while remaining culturally sensitive and respectful in their 
implementation. Such approaches are more likely to facilitate behavioural change than 
interventions relying upon criticism or legal prohibition alone. 
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Table 12: Parenting Factors and Their Implications for Crime Prevention 
Parenting factor Evidence-based 

developmental consequence 
Recommended intervention 

Positive supervision Lower delinquency Parenting education 
Emotional warmth Strong attachment Family counselling 
Positive discipline Improved self-control Parent training 
Child protection Reduced trauma Early intervention services 
Stable family support Increased resilience Integrated family programmes 
 
Faith-Based Organisations within Crime Prevention Systems 

One of the principal contributions of the present study is its recognition that faith-based 
organisations should be understood as complementary rather than independent actors within 
comprehensive crime prevention systems. Churches possess substantial community reach, 
organisational continuity and public credibility that position them to strengthen parenting, 
mentoring, counselling and community engagement programmes throughout Jamaica (STATIN, 
2022). However, their effectiveness depends upon adopting evidence-informed interventions, 
maintaining professional standards and collaborating closely with governmental and non-
governmental organisations. These observations challenge assumptions that religious 
participation alone produces behavioural transformation independent of broader developmental 
influences. Instead, measurable programme quality emerges as the principal determinant of 
successful community outcomes. 

The concept of social capital provides an important explanation for the contribution of churches 
because congregations frequently strengthen trust, civic engagement and mutual support among 
community members (Putnam, 2000). These social resources may reduce isolation, improve 
collective efficacy and create protective environments that discourage youth involvement in 
gangs and violent activities. Nevertheless, social capital should not be romanticised because 
institutional credibility depends upon transparency, accountability and ethical leadership within 
religious organisations themselves. Faith-based institutions therefore have an ongoing 
responsibility to model good governance while promoting evidence-based community 
interventions that address contemporary social challenges. Such accountability enhances both 
public confidence and the long-term sustainability of church-based crime prevention initiatives. 

The present analysis further suggests that partnerships between churches, schools, healthcare 
providers, social workers, law enforcement agencies and community organisations offer the 
greatest potential for sustainable reductions in violence. No individual institution possesses 
sufficient expertise or resources to address simultaneously the psychological, educational, 
economic and social determinants of criminal behaviour that characterise contemporary Jamaican 
society. Collaborative governance enables organisations to share resources, coordinate 
interventions and evaluate programme effectiveness using common evidence-based indicators 
(UNDP, 2023; WHO, 2022). Such multisectoral approaches are increasingly recognised 
internationally as essential components of successful violence prevention frameworks. churches 



International Journal of Insights & Transformations in Law, Crime & Justice - Vol. 10, Issue 2 – 2026 
© Eureka Journals 2026. All Rights Reserved. International Peer Reviewed Referred Journal 
  
 

 
 
 

Page 66 
 

  

should be viewed as strategic community partners operating within integrated national crime 
prevention systems rather than functioning independently of broader public policy initiatives. 

Policy Implications 

The findings of the present study demonstrate that crime prevention policy in Jamaica should 
extend beyond conventional criminal justice interventions to incorporate evidence-based family 
strengthening strategies. Although policing, prosecution and correctional services remain 
indispensable components of national security, these reactive approaches address criminal 
behaviour after it has already emerged rather than preventing its development. Contemporary 
criminological research consistently demonstrates that early intervention within families yields 
greater long-term social and economic returns than punitive responses implemented during 
adulthood (World Health Organization [WHO], 2022; Farrington et al., 2016). National crime 
prevention policy should reposition parenting support and child development as central pillars of 
violence reduction. Such an approach would align Jamaica with international best practices 
advocating developmental and public health approaches to crime prevention. 

Government policy should prioritise the development of comprehensive parenting support 
programmes that are accessible across urban and rural communities irrespective of 
socioeconomic status. These programmes should incorporate positive parenting techniques, 
emotional communication, child development, conflict resolution and non-violent disciplinary 
practices while remaining culturally appropriate for Jamaican families. Parenting interventions 
should also be integrated within existing healthcare, educational and community development 
services to maximise accessibility and sustainability. International evidence demonstrates that 
integrated parenting programmes improve child wellbeing while reducing behavioural problems 
and future offending more effectively than fragmented interventions (UNICEF, 2023; WHO, 
2022). Investment in parenting education should therefore be viewed as both a public health 
intervention and a long-term crime prevention strategy. 

Educational institutions occupy a strategic position within national crime prevention systems 
because schools frequently identify behavioural difficulties before they escalate into persistent 
delinquency. Schools should therefore strengthen partnerships with parents, mental health 
professionals, social workers and community organisations to identify vulnerable children and 
provide timely intervention. Social-emotional learning, conflict resolution training and trauma-
informed educational practices should become integral components of school curricula rather 
than optional enrichment activities. These interventions improve behavioural regulation, 
educational engagement and interpersonal competence while reducing disciplinary problems and 
school violence (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development [OECD], 2023). 
Accordingly, education policy should recognise schools as fundamental preventive institutions 
rather than solely centres of academic instruction. 

Mental health services require substantially greater integration within national crime prevention 
policy because psychological distress frequently mediates the relationship between adverse 
childhood experiences and criminal behaviour. Children and families exposed to domestic 
violence, chronic poverty, parental conflict or community trauma should receive timely 
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psychological assessment and evidence-based therapeutic support before behavioural difficulties 
become entrenched. Expanding community-based mental health services would reduce barriers 
to care while strengthening resilience among vulnerable populations. Such investment would also 
reduce the long-term economic burden associated with untreated psychological disorders, 
educational failure and criminal offending (WHO, 2022). Mental health policy should be 
recognised as an essential component of sustainable violence prevention. 

Faith-based organisations should be formally incorporated within national crime prevention 
strategies through structured partnerships that recognise both their strengths and operational 
limitations. Churches possess extensive community networks capable of supporting parenting 
education, youth mentoring, counselling services and community mobilisation initiatives that 
complement governmental programmes. Nevertheless, effective collaboration requires clearly 
defined objectives, professional safeguarding standards, programme evaluation and 
accountability mechanisms to ensure consistent service quality. Government agencies should 
therefore facilitate training, technical assistance and resource-sharing arrangements that 
strengthen the capacity of faith-based organisations to implement evidence-informed 
interventions. Such partnerships would maximise community resources while maintaining 
appropriate professional and ethical standards. 

Table 13: Policy Recommendations Emerging from the Study 
Policy area Recommended action Expected outcome 
Family policy National parenting education 

programmes 
Improved parenting 
competence 

Education School-based social-emotional 
learning 

Reduced behavioural problems 

Mental health Expanded community psychological 
services 

Improved resilience and coping 

Social protection Family-centred economic support Reduced parental stress 
Faith-based 
partnerships 

Structured collaboration with churches Strengthened community 
prevention 

Criminal justice Greater emphasis on primary 
prevention 

Sustainable reduction in 
offending 

 
Strengths and Limitations 

The principal strength of the present study lies in its multidisciplinary integration of 
criminological, psychological, sociological and public health perspectives to explain the 
developmental origins of criminal behaviour. Rather than attributing crime to isolated social or 
economic factors, the study adopts an ecological framework that recognises the interaction 
among family processes, community influences and structural inequalities. This integrated 
perspective reflects contemporary developments within developmental criminology and provides 
a comprehensive basis for designing multisectoral crime prevention policies. Furthermore, the 
study critically evaluates the role of faith-based organisations using empirical social science 
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evidence rather than theological assumptions alone. Such an approach broadens the relevance of 
the findings for policymakers, researchers and practitioners. 

A second strength of the study is its emphasis on evidence-informed prevention rather than 
reactive criminal justice interventions. By synthesising international literature with the Jamaican 
context, the study demonstrates that strengthening parenting, child development and community 
resilience offers sustainable opportunities for reducing violence over the life course. This 
perspective contributes to growing international recognition that crime prevention should be 
viewed as a developmental and public health priority rather than solely as a policing issue. The 
proposed conceptual framework also provides a useful foundation for future empirical testing 
and programme evaluation. The study advances both theoretical understanding and practical 
policy development within Caribbean criminology. 

Despite these contributions, several limitations should be acknowledged when interpreting the 
findings presented in this article. First, the study is conceptual in nature and therefore does not 
present original empirical data capable of testing the proposed theoretical relationships 
statistically. Second, much of the available literature concerning parenting and crime originates 
from North America and Europe, potentially limiting direct generalisability to the Jamaican 
sociocultural context despite comparable developmental processes. Third, although considerable 
evidence supports the contribution of faith-based organisations to community wellbeing, 
relatively few rigorous longitudinal evaluations have specifically examined their effectiveness in 
reducing crime within Caribbean societies. Future empirical investigations should therefore test 
the conceptual framework using nationally representative longitudinal data and mixed-method 
research designs. 

Directions for Future Research 

Future research should examine the developmental pathways linking parenting practices with 
criminal behaviour using nationally representative longitudinal datasets capable of establishing 
temporal relationships between childhood experiences and adult offending. Such studies would 
permit researchers to distinguish short-term behavioural consequences from long-term 
developmental trajectories while controlling for socioeconomic and community-level influences. 
Longitudinal evidence would also strengthen understanding of resilience by identifying 
protective factors that enable many children to avoid criminal involvement despite significant 
adversity. These findings would substantially improve the design of targeted prevention 
programmes for vulnerable families. Investment in longitudinal developmental research should 
become a national research priority. 

Further investigation is also required to evaluate the effectiveness of parenting interventions, 
mentoring programmes and faith-based initiatives using rigorous experimental and quasi-
experimental research designs. Although many community programmes report positive 
outcomes, comparatively few have been evaluated using robust methodological approaches 
capable of establishing causal relationships. Future evaluations should therefore incorporate 
comparison groups, longitudinal follow-up and standardised outcome measures assessing 
behavioural, educational and psychological development. Such evidence would enable 
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policymakers to identify the most cost-effective interventions for large-scale implementation. 
Evidence-based programme evaluation should therefore become an integral component of 
national crime prevention policy. 

Qualitative research should complement quantitative investigations by exploring the lived 
experiences of parents, young people, church leaders, educators and practitioners working within 
violence-affected communities. These perspectives would provide valuable insights into the 
cultural, social and institutional factors influencing parenting practices, community resilience and 
programme implementation within the Jamaican context. Greater understanding of community 
experiences would facilitate the development of culturally responsive interventions that reflect 
local strengths and priorities rather than relying exclusively upon international models. Mixed-
method research combining qualitative and quantitative approaches would therefore provide the 
most comprehensive understanding of crime prevention within Jamaica. Such multidisciplinary 
scholarship would significantly strengthen future policy formulation and programme 
implementation. 

Table 14: Priority Areas for Future Research 
Research priority Suggested methodology Expected contribution 
Parenting and offending Longitudinal cohort studies Stronger causal evidence 
Faith-based 
interventions 

Experimental and quasi-experimental 
evaluations 

Programme effectiveness 

Child development Mixed-method research Improved theoretical 
understanding 

Community resilience Qualitative investigations Contextual policy insights 
National prevention 
strategies 

Policy implementation research Evidence-informed 
governance 

 
Conclusion 

Crime in Jamaica remains a complex developmental and societal challenge that cannot be 
adequately explained through structural inequalities, law enforcement deficiencies or individual 
behavioural characteristics in isolation. The present study demonstrates that parenting practices, 
family relationships, child development and community environments interact dynamically 
throughout the life course to shape criminal behaviour, thereby supporting ecological and 
developmental perspectives within contemporary criminology. These findings reinforce growing 
international consensus that sustainable reductions in crime require coordinated investment in 
families, education, mental health, community development and social protection alongside 
effective criminal justice systems. Accordingly, crime prevention should be understood as a 
shared societal responsibility extending across governmental institutions, civil society 
organisations, educational systems, healthcare providers and faith-based organisations. 

The study further demonstrates that positive parenting constitutes one of the strongest protective 
factors against juvenile delinquency because supportive family relationships promote emotional 
regulation, resilience, self-control and prosocial behaviour despite exposure to adverse 
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environmental conditions. Conversely, child maltreatment, ineffective supervision, chronic 
family conflict and persistent socioeconomic stress increase developmental vulnerability through 
cumulative psychological and behavioural processes rather than deterministic causal pathways. 
This distinction is important because it emphasises opportunities for prevention, intervention and 
recovery throughout childhood and adolescence rather than portraying offending as inevitable. 
Such developmental optimism aligns closely with life-course criminology and evidence-based 
public health approaches to violence prevention. Investment in family strengthening should 
therefore be regarded as a strategic national priority for promoting both public safety and 
sustainable human development. 

Faith-based organisations also possess substantial potential to contribute meaningfully to crime 
prevention when operating within collaborative, evidence-informed and professionally 
accountable partnerships. Their greatest contribution lies not in replacing governmental 
institutions but in strengthening parenting, mentoring young people, fostering social capital and 
expanding community support networks that protect vulnerable families from cumulative 
developmental risks. Effective collaboration among churches, schools, healthcare providers, 
social workers, community organisations and government agencies provides the strongest 
foundation for achieving sustainable reductions in crime and violence throughout Jamaica. 
Ultimately, the future of crime prevention depends upon recognising that safer societies are 
created not only through stronger criminal justice systems but also through stronger families, 
healthier communities and coordinated social investment across every stage of human 
development. Such an integrated approach offers the greatest opportunity for building a more 
peaceful, equitable and resilient Jamaican society. 
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APPENDIX A: Crime Indicators in Jamaica 

Indicator Agency 
Murders Jamaica Constabulary Force 
Shootings Jamaica Constabulary Force 
Rape Jamaica Constabulary Force 
Robbery Jamaica Constabulary Force 
Break-ins Jamaica Constabulary Force 
Domestic Violence Ministry of National Security 
Child Abuse Child Protection and Family Services Agency 
Juvenile Offending Ministry of Justice 
Victimisation Jamaica National Crime Victimisation Survey 
Source: Jamaica Constabulary Force; Ministry of National Security; Statistical Institute of Jamaica.  

APPENDIX B: Major Parenting Risk Factors Associated with Crime 

Parenting factor Behavioural outcome Supporting theory 
Father absence Delinquency Social Control Theory 
Poor supervision Gang involvement Social Learning Theory 
Child maltreatment Aggression General Strain Theory 
Family conflict Emotional dysregulation Family Systems Theory 
Poverty Behavioural vulnerability Social Ecological Theory 
Poor attachment Antisocial behaviour Attachment Theory 
 
APPENDIX C: Protective Factors Against Criminal Behaviour 

Protective factor Expected outcome 
Positive parenting Improved self-control 
Secure attachment Better emotional regulation 
School engagement Lower delinquency 
Church participation Greater social support 
Community mentoring Reduced gang recruitment 
Counselling Improved coping 
Employment Lower criminal involvement 
Family cohesion Increased resilience 
 

APPENDIX D: Proposed Parenting Intervention Model 

Intervention Responsible agency 
Parenting education Ministry of Education 
Home visitation Ministry of Health 
Family counselling Churches 
Youth mentoring NGOs 
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Parenting workshops Faith-based organisations 
Conflict resolution Schools 
Positive discipline training Child Protection and Family Services Agency 
 
APPENDIX E: Role of Faith-Based Organisations in Crime Prevention 

Programme Expected outcome 
Parenting seminars Better parenting skills 
Marriage enrichment Reduced family conflict 
Youth clubs Reduced gang recruitment 
After-school programmes Improved educational outcomes 
Counselling Better mental health 
Food assistance Reduced family stress 
Skills training Improved employability 
Community outreach Stronger social cohesion 
 
APPENDIX F: Summary of Crime Prevention Theories Used 

Theory Major construct Application 
Social Learning Theory Behaviour is learned Parenting practices 
Social Control Theory Social bonds reduce crime Parent-child attachment 
General Strain Theory Stress leads to offending Poverty and abuse 
Family Systems Theory Family functioning Parenting interventions 
Social Ecological Theory Multi-level influences Community partnerships 
 
APPENDIX G: Suggested National Parenting Policy Framework 

 Universal parenting education  
 Father engagement initiatives  
 School-based parenting programmes  
 Community mentoring  
 Church-government partnerships  
 Positive discipline campaigns  
 Family mental health services  
 Poverty reduction initiatives  
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APPENDIX H 

 

APPENDIX I: Annual Homicide Statistics in Jamaica 

This table provides a useful appendix for contextualising long-term crime trends. 

Year Homicide Rate (per 100,000 population) 
2015 43.2 
2016 49.5 
2017 57.0 
2018 47.4 
2019 46.5 
2020 46.2 
2021 52.1 
2022 53.3 
2023 49.3 
Source: UNODC; JCF.  

Annual Number of Homicides (Murders) in Jamaica, 1985-2025 

Year Homicides Year Homicides Year Homicides 
1985 434 1999 849 2013 1,202 
1986 449 2000 887 2014 1,005 
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1987 442 2001 1,139 2015 1,208 
1988 414 2002 1,045 2016 1,354 
1989 439 2003 976 2017 1,647 
1990 542 2004 1,471 2018 1,287 
1991 561 2005 1,674 2019 1,339 
1992 629 2006 1,340 2020 1,323 
1993 654 2007 1,584 2021 1,474 
1994 690 2008 1,619 2022 1,498 
1995 780 2009 1,683 2023 1,406 
1996 925 2010 1,447 2024 1,147 
1997 1,038 2011 1,133 2025 673 
1998 953 2012 1,102   
 
APPENDIX J: Homicide Victims by Gender in Jamaica 

The available official evidence consistently indicates that males account for the overwhelming 
majority of homicide victims in Jamaica. STATIN's SDG reporting system provides homicide 
indicators disaggregated by sex and age, although detailed annual historical tables are accessed 
through the downloadable datasets rather than presented directly on the webpage.  

A summary table suitable for the appendix is: 

Gender Approximate share of homicide victims 
Male 88-92% 
Female 8-12% 
Source: Jamaica Constabulary Force; Statistical Institute of Jamaica SDG Indicator 16.1.1; UNODC 

Appendix K: Crime in Jamaica by Age Cohort: Implications for Crime Prevention 

Age represents one of the strongest predictors of criminal offending and victimisation across 
international criminological research. Consistent with developmental criminology, Jamaican 
crime statistics demonstrate that serious violence is disproportionately concentrated among 
adolescents and young adults rather than being evenly distributed across the population. 
Although individuals of all ages may become victims or offenders, official evidence indicates 
that homicide and gang-related violence primarily affect persons between approximately 15 and 
35 years of age. These findings suggest that crime prevention policies should prioritise 
developmental interventions during childhood, adolescence and early adulthood when 
behavioural trajectories remain most responsive to positive intervention. Consequently, age-
specific prevention strategies should form a central component of Jamaica's national crime 
prevention framework. 
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Table K1: Age Cohorts Associated with Crime in Jamaica 
Age 
cohort 
(years) 

Crime profile Implications for prevention 

Under 15 Lowest involvement in serious violent 
crime; vulnerable to abuse, neglect and 
adverse childhood experiences 

Child protection, parenting 
education, early childhood 
interventions 

15-17 Increasing exposure to gangs, school 
violence and antisocial peer influences 

School-based violence prevention, 
mentoring and youth development 
programmes 

18-25 Highest proportion of known murder 
offenders; elevated involvement in gangs 
and firearm-related violence 

Employment programmes, tertiary 
education, vocational training and 
community policing 

26-35 Disproportionately represented among 
homicide victims and serious violent crime. 

Economic empowerment, family 
support and violence interruption 
initiatives 

36-45 Moderate involvement in serious crime; 
increased family and employment 
responsibilities 

Family strengthening, conflict 
resolution and community 
leadership initiatives 

46 years 
and older 

Lower levels of offending and victimisation 
relative to younger adults 

Community engagement, 
neighbourhood watch and 
mentoring of younger generations 

Source: Jamaica Constabulary Force; Statistical Institute of Jamaica; Inter-American Development Bank; 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. 

Table K2: Approximate Distribution of Homicide Victims by Age Cohort in Jamaica 
Age cohort Approximate share of homicide victims (%) 
Younger than 18 years ~4 
18-25 years ~20 
26-35 years ~27 
36-45 years ~21 
Older than 45 years ~21 
Other/unspecified Remaining proportion 
Source: Inter-American Development Bank synthesis of Jamaica Constabulary Force homicide data. 

Table K3: Age Cohorts and Recommended Crime Prevention Strategies 
Age cohort Principal risk factors Recommended interventions 
Childhood (0-14 
years) 

Child maltreatment, neglect, 
poor parenting 

Parenting education, home visitation, 
child protection services 

Adolescence (15-17 
years) 

Peer pressure, school 
disengagement, gang 
recruitment 

School retention initiatives, mentoring, 
sports and after-school programmes 

Emerging adulthood 
(18-25 years) 

Unemployment, gang 
involvement, firearm access 

Skills training, employment 
programmes, counselling and 
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community mentoring 
Young adulthood 
(26-35 years) 

Organised crime, economic 
pressures, retaliatory violence 

Employment opportunities, conflict 
mediation and family support 

Midlife and older 
adults (36+ years) 

Community violence, domestic 
conflict 

Community leadership, family 
mediation and neighbourhood 
development 

 
The concentration of serious violent crime among younger age cohorts supports the proposition 
that crime prevention should begin long before criminal behaviour becomes established. Early 
intervention during childhood and adolescence provides opportunities to strengthen parenting, 
improve educational engagement, enhance emotional regulation and reduce exposure to 
delinquent peer networks. Similarly, investment in employment, vocational education and 
psychosocial support during emerging adulthood may reduce the attraction of organised criminal 
activity among economically vulnerable young adults. These findings reinforce developmental 
criminology by demonstrating that age-specific interventions are likely to be more effective than 
uniform approaches applied across the entire population. Consequently, Jamaican crime 
prevention policy should adopt a life-course perspective that integrates family, educational, 
community and labour market interventions across successive stages of human development. 

 

 


