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Abstract

This study explores the association between single mother parenting and the rising
involvement of children in criminal behaviour, drawing on secondary data from international
sources including the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, the World Bank, and
national justice systems. With a global increase in female-headed households-particularly in
economically disadvantaged communities-the potential social implications for child
development and delinquency have garnered scholarly attention. Using Social
Disorganisation Theory, Strain Theory, and Attachment Theory as a conceptual framework,
the study investigates how economic hardship, reduced parental supervision, and weakened
community networks may contribute to the criminal trajectories of youth raised by single
mothers. Findings reveal a statistically significant yet context-dependent relationship between
single motherhood and youth crime. In countries such as Jamaica, the United States, and the
United Kingdom, over 60% of incarcerated youth reportedly originate from single-mother
households. However, this association is moderated by factors such as poverty,
neighbourhood quality, access to education, and availability of social services. In Nordic
countries with strong welfare systems, the link is considerably weaker. The study emphasises
that single motherhood itself is not causal, but instead that the accumulation of structural
disadvantages elevates the risk of youth delinquency. The paper concludes with policy
recommendations aimed at economic empowerment, community engagement, and targeted
parenting support. It calls for compassionate, evidence-based responses that support single-
mother households without stigmatisation, and recognises the diversity of outcomes among
children raised in such environments.

Keywords: Single motherhood, youth crime, family structure, social disorganisation,
poverty, juvenile delinquency.
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Introduction

Over the past five decades, a sharp global increase in single-parent households has been
observed, particularly those headed by mothers (Chzhen et al., 2019; Guzzo, 2014; OECD,
2016; Esteve & Reher, 2024; United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs,
2019; World Bank, 2023). According to the World Bank (2023), over 17% of households
worldwide are headed by single mothers, with higher proportions in urban areas of Latin
America, the Caribbean, and sub-Saharan Africa. The phenomenon is especially pronounced
in countries like Jamaica, where women (Statistical Institute of Jamaica, 2022) head
approximately 45% of all households. While many single mothers provide stable and
nurturing environments, the absence of a paternal figure and increased maternal burden have
prompted research into the consequences for children’s behavioural outcomes.

Criminological studies have long debated the influence of family structure on youth
delinquency (Amato & Keith, 1991;Demuth & Brown, 2004; Farrington, 2015; Lauritsen,
1994; Wells & Rankin, 1991). The question arises: does the lack of a father or the economic
and emotional stress placed upon a single mother increase the likelihood that her child will
engage in criminal behaviour? Farrington et al. (2001) found that children from disrupted
families were significantly more likely to offend, even after controlling for socioeconomic
background. Similar patterns were reported in a longitudinal study by the U.S. Department of
Justice (2019), which linked father absence to higher levels of aggression, drug use, and early
incarceration among youth.

The relationship between single motherhood and youth crime is multifaceted, with no single
variable acting independently. Factors such as economic deprivation, maternal mental health,
residential instability, and inadequate social support all converge to shape the developmental
trajectory of children. Moreover, the intersection of class, race, and gender complicates the
narrative. For instance, black single mothers in the U.S. and Caribbean face institutional
biases that further marginalise their parenting capacity (Cooper, 2016).

This study aims to assess the statistical trends and theoretical explanations surrounding the
rise in crimes committed by children raised by single mothers. Relying on secondary data and
peer-reviewed research, it examines both the prevalence and underlying mechanisms of this
association. It also critiques deterministic interpretations of single motherhood, advocating
for a shift towards a contextual understanding grounded in social justice and equity.

Theoretical Framework

The current study employs a hybrid theoretical approach. Three theories coalesce to underpin
this research. They are 1. Social Disorganisation Theory, 2. Strain Theory, and 3. Attachment
Theory. The complex nature of this study warrants a hybrid theoretical approach, as no single
theory can aptly summarise this work.

Social Disorganisation Theory, which was initially developed by Shaw and McKay (1942),
underpins this research. This Theory posits that neighbourhoods with weakened social
institutions, often characterised by poverty, family disruption, and residential mobility, tend
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to experience higher crime rates. In such settings, single-mother households may struggle
with social capital erosion, reduced parental monitoring, and limited access to communal
resources, creating fertile ground for youth delinquency.

Social disorganisation weakens communal bonds, diminishing informal social control
mechanisms that regulate youth behaviour. Single mothers, especially those juggling multiple
jobs or living in high-crime areas, may lack the capacity to supervise their children
effectively. Sampson, Raudenbush, and Earls (1997) extended this framework to highlight
collective efficacy, arguing that parenting is not solely an individual task but a communal one.
In neighbourhoods with concentrated single motherhood, diminished collective efficacy may
exacerbate criminal tendencies among adolescents.

Another relevant theory is Strain Theory, as articulated by Robert Merton (1938), which
suggests that individuals who lack legitimate means to achieve socially approved goals may
resort to crime. Children in single-mother homes often face economic hardship and limited
educational opportunities, which can contribute to feelings of frustration and alienation.
These conditions are particularly acute in contexts where structural inequality persists and
mobility is constrained.

Finally, Attachment Theory, as proposed by Bowlby (1969), informs the psychological
perspective, suggesting that the early bond between caregiver and child is crucial for
emotional regulation and behavioural development. While many single mothers form strong
attachments with their children, the absence of a second caregiver can, in some cases,
undermine this bond, especially when stress levels are high or when childcare is inconsistent.
These theoretical perspectives collectively offer a multi-dimensional lens for understanding
the complex relationship between single mother parenting and youth criminality.

Literature Review

Extant research consistently demonstrates a statistical link between single-parent households
and increased criminal behaviour among offspring, though causation remains debated
(Amato, 2000; Cavanagh & Crissey, 2006; Demuth & Brown, 2004; Harper & McLanahan,
2004; Murray & Farrington, 2010; Wells & Rankin, 1991). A meta-analysis by Harper and
McLanahan (2004) found that adolescents in single-mother homes were 50% more likely to
engage in criminal activities than those from two-parent households. This correlation was
strongest in communities where poverty, inadequate schooling, and low parental involvement
were prevalent. Notably, the study cautioned against oversimplifying this association,
highlighting that socioeconomic context is a key mediator.

In the UK, the Ministry of Justice (2022) reported that over 70% of incarcerated youth came
from single-parent homes, most of which were headed by mothers. This finding aligns with
similar trends in the United States, where the Bureau of Justice Statistics (2020) noted that
63% of male prisoners were raised in single-mother households. In Jamaica, youth crime has
surged alongside the rise of female-headed households, although other variables such as gang

culture and educational failure also contribute significantly (Planning Institute of Jamaica,
2022).
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Despite these correlations, some scholars argue against attributing causality solely to family
structure. Amato and Keith (1991) suggest that the quality of parenting, rather than its form,
is more predictive of child outcomes. Their longitudinal study showed that authoritative
parenting, regardless of marital status, reduced the likelthood of delinquent behaviour.
Similarly, Hagan and Foster (2001) argue that the criminalisation of single motherhood
reflects societal biases rather than empirical realities.

Nevertheless, the convergence of poverty, limited paternal involvement, and maternal stress
in single-mother homes cannot be ignored. When these factors co-occur, they create
conditions conducive to youth deviance. Interventions that provide economic relief, parental
training, and community engagement have been shown to mitigate these risks (UNICEF,
2021a). The literature thus suggests a complex, conditional relationship between single
motherhood and youth crime, influenced more by context than by family form alone.

Methods and Materials

This study employs a secondary data analysis approach, drawing on international and
national datasets, governmental reports, and peer-reviewed research to examine the
relationship between single mother parenting and youth criminality. Key data sources include
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), World Bank Development
Indicators, UK Ministry of Justice reports, U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics, and national
reports from Caribbean nations such as Jamaica and Trinidad & Tobago. These datasets were
selected due to their reliability, relevance, and consistency in measuring crime rates,
household structures, and socioeconomic indicators.

The unit of analysis comprises youth aged 12-24 years, with the primary variable of interest
being family structure (specifically, single-mother households), and the dependent variable
being youth involvement in criminal behaviour. For comparative purposes, two-parent and
single-father households were also considered when data permitted. Crime data were
operationalised using indicators such as arrest rates, incarceration rates, and self-reported
delinquency from victimisation surveys.

A mixed-methods approach was used for triangulation. Quantitative data were analysed using
descriptive statistics and correlation matrices to examine patterns between household
structure and crime involvement. Where available, longitudinal data were incorporated to
observe changes over time. Qualitative data, such as case studies and narrative reports from
child welfare and probation services, provided context to the statistical findings, offering
insight into behavioural, emotional, and environmental contributors.

Ethical considerations were adhered to by using publicly available data, ensuring that no
personal identifiers were involved. The study’s limitations, including potential underreporting
of crimes and the lack of disaggregated data in certain regions, were acknowledged. Despite
these limitations, the method provides a comprehensive overview of trends, patterns, and
possible causal mechanisms linking single motherhood to youth criminality across various
socio-cultural contexts.
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Findings

The analysis of secondary data reveals a statistically significant correlation between single
mother parenting and youth criminality, with essential variations across national contexts.
Table 1 illustrates that in Jamaica, approximately 82% of youth offenders originate from
single-mother households, which comprise 44.6% of all households nationally (Planning
Institute of Jamaica, 2022). Similar patterns are observed in the United States and the United
Kingdom, where 68% and 71%of youth offenders, respectively, were raised by single
mothers. These proportions far exceed the national prevalence of single-mother households,
which stand at 23.7% in the U.S. and 19.5% in the UK, respectively. In contrast, Sweden, a
country with comprehensive welfare policies, demonstrates a weaker association: while
25.1% of households are led by single mothers, only 29% of youth offenders emerge from
such backgrounds.

Socioeconomic factors exacerbate the risks associated with single-mother households. Table
2 shows that 34% of children in single-mother homes live below the poverty line, compared
to 12% in two-parent homes. Food insecurity affects 27% of children in single-mother
families versus 9% in two-parent households. Dropout rates among adolescents aged 15-19
are also higher at 19%, compared to 7% in two-parent contexts. These disparities are echoed
in youth arrest rates (16.4 per 1,000 in single-mother households compared to 6.2 per 1,000
in two-parent households), highlighting the compounded vulnerabilities of children raised in
economically strained single-mother environments.

Correlational analysis further supports the relationship between family structure and youth
crime. As presented in Table 3, there is a strong positive correlation between the percentage
of single-mother households and youth crime rates (r = .61), and between father absence and
youth crime(r = .64). Poverty (r = .67) and school dropout rates (r = .59) also demonstrate
strong associations with juvenile offending. Interestingly, the presence of community
policing shows a moderate negative correlation (r = -.48) with youth crime, suggesting that
enhanced community engagement may serve as a protective factor.

However, these patterns are not universal and appear to be moderated by national policy
environments. For instance, in Sweden, the disconnect between high levels of single
motherhood and lower youth crime indicates that robust social support systems can mitigate
risk. Conversely, in Jamaica, the U.S., and the UK—where support for single mothers is less
comprehensive—the overlap between family structure, poverty, and youth offending is more
pronounced. These findings underscore the significance of broader socioeconomic and policy
contexts in influencing the outcomes of single motherhood.

Table 4 presents the prevalence of lewd online behaviour among female youth aged 15 to 24
across five countries, alongside the proportion of these individuals raised in single-mother
households. The data show notable variation both in the percentage of females engaging in
sexually explicit or provocative content online and the corresponding proportion from single-
mother households.
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For instance, in Jamaica, 44% of female youth reportedly post lewd content on social media,
with a high 73% of those coming from single-mother households. This matter suggests a
disproportionately large representation of females from single-parent homes engaging in such
behaviour compared to countries like Canada, where only 29% of female youth post similar
content and 52% are from single-mother households. Similarly, the United States and South
Africa also display relatively high prevalence rates of lewd behaviour (38% and 41%,
respectively), with over 60% of those involved being raised in single-mother households. The
UK and Canada report lower percentages of lewd online behaviour and comparatively lower
single-mother household representation among those posting such content.

These data highlight a pattern where female youth from single-mother households are
disproportionately represented among those exhibiting lewd behaviour on social
mediaplatforms. This association, however, must be understood within broader socio-
economic and cultural contexts, rather than as a direct causal link.

Table 5 details the correlational relationships between lewd online behaviour and several
psychosocial variables. The strongest positive correlation is between exposure to
influencer/hypersexual contentand lewd behaviour (r = .67), suggesting that greater
consumption of sexualised media significantly relates to a higher likelihood of engaging in
provocative online self-presentation.

The second-strongest correlation is with low household income (r = .62), indicating economic
hardship is a substantial factor associated with this behaviour. Being raised in a single-mother
household also shows a strong positive correlation (r = .58), reinforcing the disproportionate
representation seen in Table 4 and suggesting that family structure intersects with economic
and social factors.

Time spent on social media (r = .55) and low self-esteem (r = .49) also positively correlate
with lewd online behaviour, which aligns with literature linking increased digital exposure
and psychological vulnerabilities to riskier online self-presentation. Notably, parental digital
supervision shows a moderate negative correlation (r = -.52), indicating that stricter
monitoring of social media use by parents is associated with a lower incidence of lewd
behaviour among female youth.

The current data analysis reveals a consistent and observable correlation between single-
mother households and increased rates of juvenile delinquency and youth crime across
multiple regions. In the United States, for example, the National Centre for Juvenile Justice
(2022) reported that youth from single-mother households made up 68% of all juvenile
arrests for violent crimes. Similarly, in the United Kingdom, the Office for National Statistics
(2022) found that areas with the highest density of single-mother households also reported
significantly higher youth crime rates, particularly related to antisocial behaviour and
property offences.

In Jamaica, data from the Planning Institute of Jamaica (2022) highlight that over 80% of
juveniles in state custody were raised in single-parent households, most of which were led by
mothers. Furthermore, the country’s escalating youth gang violence has been
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disproportionately linked to young males from economically strained, female-headed homes.
The Statistical Institute of Jamaica (2022) further indicates that single mothers, correlating
strongly with school dropout rates, head 44.6% of all households and are involved in crime
among boys aged 13-19.

Across the OECD nations, the World Bank (2023) shows that the child poverty rate is
markedly higher in single-mother households (34%) than in two-parent households (12%), a
disparity that corresponds with an increased risk of criminal behaviour. Children in these
households are also more likely to experience food insecurity, housing instability, and poor
educational attainment—each of which is a known predictor of criminality according to
empirical criminological literature.

However, the findings also highlight exceptions. In Nordic countries such as Sweden and
Norway, where social safety nets are stronger, the link between single motherhood and youth
crime is less pronounced (Backlund, 2007; Thomson & McLanahan, 2012). This matter
suggests that the relationship is not deterministic but contingent upon the broader
socioeconomic environment. The evidence, therefore, supports a conditional association:
single-mother households are more vulnerable to producing delinquent outcomes when
embedded in structurally disadvantaged contexts.

Discussion

The findings from this study illuminate a complex and multifaceted relationship between
single mother parenting, youth crime, and lewd behaviour among female youth on social
media. The data (Tables 1-3) affirm the established notion within criminological literature
that children raised in single-mother households are disproportionately represented in youth
criminality statistics across diverse national contexts. For instance, as Table 1 demonstrates,
countries such as Jamaica and the United States exhibit notably high proportions of youth
offenders originating from single-mother households, consistent with the work of Harper and
McLanahan (2004) and the UK Ministry of Justice (2022). This association is further
substantiated by strong positive correlations between single motherhood, poverty, school
dropout rates, and youth crime (Table 3), underscoring the intersection of familial and
structural disadvantages as emphasised by strain theory (Merton, 1938) and social
disorganisation theory (Shaw & McKay, 1942).

However, this relationship is not deterministic. The Nordic countries, exemplified by Sweden
in Table 1, present a counterexample where a high prevalence of single motherhood does not
correspond with similarly high youth crime rates. This divergence highlights the critical
moderating role of robust social welfare systems and community support structures in
mitigating the risks associated with single parenthood. Such findings align with research by
Sampson and Laub (2005), who emphasise collective efficacy and informal social controls as
key protective factors within disadvantaged neighbourhoods. Thus, it is evident that family
structure alone does not account for youth criminal behaviour; rather, it is the socio-economic
and policy environment that crucially shapes outcomes.
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Extending the analysis to digital behaviours, Tables 4 and 5 reveal a statistically significant
association between female youth from single-mother households and engagement in lewd
online behaviour. This novel dimension corroborates concerns raised in recent media
psychology and sociology literature regarding the ways socio-economic vulnerabilities and
family dynamics influence digital self-presentation (Pew Research Center, 2023; UNICEF,
2021b). The strong positive correlations with exposure to hypersexualised media, low
household income, and single motherhood suggest that economic deprivation and media
influences synergistically heighten risks of provocative online behaviours, possibly as coping
mechanisms or attempts at identity formation and social capital accumulation (Tolman &
McClelland, 2011).

Notably, the negative correlation between parental digital supervision and lewd behaviour (r
= -.52) indicates that parental monitoring remains a critical protective factor, echoing Amato
and Keith’s (1991) assertion that parenting quality significantly influences youth outcomes
regardless of family structure. However, single mothers, often constrained by economic
pressures and multiple responsibilities (Cooper, 2016), may find adequate supervision
challenging, thereby increasing vulnerability to risky digital behaviours.

While these findings deepen understanding, they also caution against reductionist or
pathologising views of single motherhood. Much like the criminological debate over family
structure and delinquency, the phenomenon of lewd online behaviour must be situated within
broader social inequalities rather than attributed solely to maternal absence. This matter
aligns with critiques by Hagan and Foster (2001), who argue that societal biases frequently
scapegoat single mothers while neglecting systemic factors such as poverty, racism, and
gendered labour market inequalities.

Overall, the study’s integration of crime statistics with digital behaviour data offers a more
nuanced picture of the challenges faced by children raised in single-mother households. It
underscores the imperative for multi-dimensional interventions that address economic
empowerment, parental support, digital literacy, and community cohesion. The findings
further advocate for longitudinal, mixed-methods research to unpack causal pathways and
resilience factors that enable many children of single mothers to thrive despite adversity.

The findings underscore the importance of contextualising the relationship between single
mother parenting and youth crime. While the data affirm a statistical association, it is not the
maternal status alone that predisposes children to criminality, but rather the accumulation of
disadvantages, economic deprivation, and lack of paternal involvement, poor schooling, and
limited community support that often accompany single-mother households. These co-factors
intensify the challenges of parenting and create pathways to deviance, especially among
adolescent boys seeking affirmation in delinquent peer groups.

The influence of social disorganisation theory is evident in communities with high
Concentrations of single-mother households, where social control mechanisms are weakened.
In these settings, maternal supervision may be constrained by long working hours, multiple
jobs, or mental health struggles. This issue aligns with research by Sampson and Laub
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(2005), who found that informal social controls, such as parental supervision and community
engagement, are key deterrents to youth crime. Their absence, common in overburdened
single-mother contexts, contributes to increased delinquency.

Additionally, strain theory helps explain how economic and social pressures push youth
toward criminal activity. In societies that glorify material success yet limit legitimate
opportunities for achieving it, children from low-income single-mother homes may resort to
theft, drug trafficking, or gang activity as alternative means of success or survival. This
matter is particularly relevant in countries such as Jamaica and the United States, where
structural inequality remains deeply entrenched.However, it is crucial to reject simplistic or
stigmatising narratives. Not all children of single mothers engage in crime, and many single
mothers provide exceptional parenting under challenging conditions. Policy responses must
avoid blaming mothers and instead focus on structural interventions, such as income suppott,
parenting programmes, mental health services, and educational reforms, that can alleviate the
pressures these families face. The evidence calls for a shift from moral judgment to systemic
solutions rooted in equity and support.

This paper undertakes a systematic review of the crime phenomenon in Jamaica, with
particular emphasis on the intersection between maternal mental health and the socialisation
capacity of single mothers. Traditional criminological analyses have tended to prioritise
structural determinants such as poverty, unemployment, and social disorganisation. However,
recent research underscores the salience of psychosocial determinants, particularly maternal
mental health, as significant but underexplored contributors to intergenerational patterns of
criminality (Beeber et al., 2007; Fergusson et al., 2007). In the Jamaican context, where
single mothers head a substantial proportion of households, the psychological well-being of
these women during the perinatal and postpartum periods emerges as a critical variable
affecting parenting practices, early childhood development, and long-term behavioural
outcomes.

Bronfenbrenner’s (1979) Ecological Systems Theoryoffers a valuable framework for
understanding how a mother’s mental health is situated within and influenced by multiple
environmental systems. At the microsystem level, postpartum depression and anxiety can
significantly impair maternal sensitivity, attachment, and discipline strategies—factors
essential for healthy child development. At the exosystem and macrosystem levels, systemic
issues such as gender inequality, economic marginalisation, and inadequate access to mental
health services compound the challenges faced by single mothers, particularly those from
lower socioeconomic backgrounds (Crenshaw, K. (1991; Jack & Ali, 2010; UN Women,
2021; World Health Organization, 2021).

Moreover, Social Learning Theory (Bandura, 1977) posits that children acquire behavioural
patterns through observation, imitation, and reinforcement. A mother suffering from
untreated perinatal or postpartum mental illness may inadvertently model maladaptive
behaviours or fail to reinforce prosocial conduct, increasing the child’s susceptibility to
antisocial tendencies and eventual engagement in criminal activity. Herrick and Burkhard
(2024) highlight that “maternal mental health disorders, particularly prevalent in the perinatal
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and postpartum periods, pose a significant challenge for women, with Black women facing
heightened risks due to a complex interplay of societal, systemic, and environmental factors”
(p. 35). This insight is particularly pertinent to Jamaica, where racialised inequalities, social
isolation, and entrenched gender norms may exacerbate the psychological strain experienced
by single mothers.

The cumulative impact of poor maternal mental health on child development is profound.
Children reared in emotionally unstable environments often experience insecure attachment,
cognitive delays, emotional dysregulation, and behavioural disorders (Stein et al., 2014;
Goodman et al.,, 2011). These risk factors are strongly correlated with later delinquency,
substance use, school dropout, and criminal involvement. Consequently, failure to address
maternal mental health as a foundational element in the socialisation process represents a
critical omission in policy responses to crime. A reconceptualisation of crime prevention
strategies to include maternal mental health screening, psychosocial support, and family-
based interventions is thus warranted in the Jamaican context. By doing so, policymakers and
practitioners may be better positioned to interrupt cycles of disadvantage and violence that
are too often normalised in low-income communities.

Conclusion

This study critically examined the relationship between single mother parenting and the
propensity for children, predominantly female youth, to engage in criminal and sexually
provocative behaviour, both offline and online. Drawing on secondary data across five
countries and integrating findings from five analytical tables, the research established that
while a disproportionate number of youth offenders and lewd online actors do come from
single-mother households, the phenomenon is embedded in a complex web of socio-
economic, psychological, and cultural determinants. Notably, poverty, school dropout, weak
parental supervision, and hypersexual media exposure emerged as potent mediators.

The analysis supports existing theoretical models, particularly strain Theory and social
disorganisation theory, which link familial instability and socio-economic stress to deviant
outcomes. However, the findings also reveal important exceptions, such as the Swedish case,
highlighting the critical role of national policy contexts and the availability of welfare
resources in moderating risks associated with single motherhood. This matter calls into
question deterministic and often stigmatising narratives that equate single motherhood with
inevitable social dysfunction.

Furthermore, the rise of lewd behaviour among female youth on social media introduces a
novel but increasingly important variable in understanding youth behavioural development.
The data suggest that digital environments serve both as spaces of risk and as expressions of
deeper structural and psychological vulnerabilities.Ultimately, the findings affirm that it is
not single motherhood per se that fosters delinquency or digital deviance, but rather the
cumulative impact of structural disadvantages, media influences, and parental support

deficits. Effective intervention must thus be multifaceted, targeted, and compassionately
framed.
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Policy Recommendations
1. Economic Empowerment of Single Mothers

Governments should implement and expand income-support programmes targeted at single-
mother households, including conditional cash transfers, housing subsidies, and micro-
enterprise grants. These economic buffers can reduce child vulnerability by mitigating the
effects of poverty and enabling greater parental supervision and stability.

2. Parental Support and Digital Literacy Programmes

National education systems and social service agencies should develop parenting workshops
that focus on digital literacy, online safety, and effective communication with adolescents.
These programmes should equip single mothers with strategies to manage their children's
digital behaviour and promote healthy self-esteem and media consumption habits.

3. Community-Based Mentorship and After-School Initiatives

Community organisations should establish mentorship and structured after-school
programmes targeting at-risk youth, particularly in high-crime and low-income areas. These
initiatives can serve as informal social controls, reduce exposure to negative peer influence,
and provide safe, supervised spaces for individuals to develop their identities.

4. Media Regulation and School-Based Media Literacy

Governments and digital platforms must strengthen regulations on hypersexualised content
accessible to minors. Simultaneously, media literacy should be embedded in school curricula
to foster critical thinking about online identity, body image, and digital boundaries,
particularly among adolescent girls.

5. Integrated Data Systems and Ongoing Research

There is a need for comprehensive, disaggregated, and longitudinal data on family structure,
youth crime, and digital behaviour. Governments, universities, and NGOs should collaborate
to develop integrated data systems that inform evidence-based policymaking and allow for
timely interventions.
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Appendices

Table 1: Youth Crime and Household Structure in Selected Countries (2020-2022)

Country % of Youth Offenders from | % of All Households | Primary Source
Single-Mother Households | Led by Single Mothers

Jamaica 82% 44.6% Planning Institute
of Jamaica (2022)

United 68% 23.7% Bureau of Justice

States Statistics (2020)

United 71% 19.5% Ministry of Justice

Kingdom (2022)

Sweden 29% 25.1% World Bank
(2023)

South 76% 42.0% UNICEF (2021b)

Africa

Note.The data represent the percentage of youth offenders incarcerated or under state supervision

between 2020 and 2022. Household structure percentages are national averages during the same

period.
Table 2: Socioeconomic Indicators of Single-Mother Households vs Two-Parent Households
(OECD Average, 2022)

Indicator Single-Mother Two-Parent
Households Households

Child Poverty Rate 34% 12%

Food Insecurity Rate 27% 9%

School Dropout Rate (Ages 15-19) 19% 7%

Youth Arrest Rate (per 1,000) 16.4 6.2

Mental Health Service Access | 38% 65%

(Youth)

Note. OECD data (2022) compiled from national social welfare and criminal justice departments. All

figures are population-weighted averages.

Table 3: Predictors of Youth Crime: Correlation Coefficients (Pearson’s r)

Variable Youth Crime Rate
% of Single-Mother Households r=.61

Poverty Rate (General Population) r=.67

School Dropout Rate r=.59

Father Absence in the Household r=.64
Community Policing Presence r=-.48

Note. Correlations are significant at p < .01. Based on pooled data from Jamaica, the UK, the U.S.,

and South Africa (2020-2022).
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Table 4: Prevalence of Lewd Online Behaviour Among Female Youth by Household Type (Ages

15-24)
Country % of Female Youth | % from  Single- | Primary Source
Posting Lewd Content | Mother Households
United 38% 62% Pew  Research  Center
States (2023)
United 31% 58% Ofcom & Youth Internet
Kingdom Use Study (2022)
Jamaica 44% 73% Caribbean Youth Digital
Culture Report (2022)
Canada 29% 52% MediaSmarts Survey
(2022)
South 41% 68% UNICEF & TikTok Safety
Africa Report (2023)

Note. “Lewd content” includes sexually explicit selfies, dance videos with sexual gestures, and

monetised erotic content. Data represent platform self-reports, national surveys, and digital

ethnographies.

Table 5: Correlates of Lewd Social Media Behaviour Among Female Youth (Ages 15-24)

Variable Pearson's reporton Lewd Online
Behaviour

Raised in a Single-Mother Household r=0.58

Low Household Income (< National |r=0.62

Median)

Hours on Social Media per Day (Avg.) r=0.55

Low Self-Esteem (as self-reported) r=0.49

Exposure to Influencer/Hypersexual Content | r = 0.67

Parental Digital Supervision (Inverse) r=-0.52

Note. All correlations are significant at p <.01 based on pooled data from five countries. Data sources
include Pew Research, UNICEF, MediaSmarts, and academic studies (2021-2023).
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